
Wembley Primary School 
  NEWSLETTER No. 1 - 5 February, 2020    

 

  From the Principals 

Welcome Back 
Welcome back to the 2020 school year and a big welcome to all 
families new to the school. 
It has been a very smooth start to the school year and the 
students have quickly settled into a positive and productive 
learning environment. A special acknowledgment to our Year 
Prep students and their families on the beginning of their primary 
school journey. We understand that this is a big milestone for the 
whole family, and we are very proud of our prep students for their 
positivity, resilience, independence and effort. 
We would like to thank all staff for enabling students (and 
parents) to make a smooth transition back to school. 
 

Co-Principal Thank You 
We would like to thank the community for their warm reception 
around our appointment as Co-Principal’s of Wembley Primary 
School. We are honoured and privileged to continue to serve the 
Wembley Primary School community as Co-Principals of 
Wembley PS. 
Together throughout the past seven years as Principal and 
Assistant Principal, we have supported our staff to empower all 
students to learn at high levels to become, successful, 
independent, lifelong learners, and have built Wembley PS to be 
the remarkable school that is reputable across the region and 
indeed the state, around the focus on all students learning at high 
levels and around the collaborative learning culture, in building 
Wembley PS as a Professional Learning Community. 
Vassie will be the lead Principal (working Monday, Wednesday & 
Thursday) and Terry will be in a supporting/mentoring role 
(working Tuesday & Friday). 
This arrangement provides an alternative transition to retirement 
for Terry moving to part time, and a supported transition to the 
principalship for Vassie in a part time capacity whilst maintaining 
a sensible work/life balance having young children. 
We had attempted to secure the co-principal arrangement prior to 
Terry’s retirement yet due to the time frame around the formal 
Principal Selection Process, we then had to formally apply for the  

Upcoming dates: 
 
Friday 7 February 
Casual Clothes Day 
Gold Coin Donation for Bushfire 
Relief 
 
Wednesday 12 & Thursday 13 
February 
Meet & Greet Interviews 
 
Monday 10, Monday 17 & Monday 
24 February  
Year 5/6 Beach Program 
 
Tuesday 11  February - Friday 21 
February 
Year 3/4 Swimming Program 
 
Thursday 13 February 
Prep Photos   
 
Wednesday 26 February 
Curriculum Day 
 
Monday 9 March - Friday 13 
March 
Year 6 Camp 
 
Wednesday 18 March 
Bake Sale WPCG 
 
Tuesday 24 March 
Athletics Day (3-6) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Student Clothing 

Please ensure that your child’s 
clothing is clearly labelled with their 
name and class. This will ensure that, 
if they accidentally leave a jacket or 
hat in the playground, it will be 
returned to them and not end up in 
the lost property cupboard. Parents 
are also asked to regularly check the 
clothing that is brought home, to 
ensure it does in fact belong to your 
child and has not been mistakenly 
taken. 

 



 

position in Term Four; we were then shortlisted, interviewed and subsequently appointed as 
the successful applicants. 
As Janet Condy (School Council President) mentioned in her email to the community following 
the principal appointment, we at Wembley have long been an exemplar in the school 
improvement arena and we can now lead the way in flexible work spaces for all, particularly 
women.  
We look forward to honouring our commitment to the students that we serve in ensuring that 
they are happy and safe so that they can learn at high levels, and in moving Wembley PS into 
the top tier of high performing schools. 
Thank you again 
Vassie Vatsilas-D’Arcangelo and Terry Lawless 
 

Welcome to New and Returning Staff 
We are very pleased to be welcoming a number of new and returning staff to the team. They 
are: 
Returning staff: 

·  Vanessa Brown                  Year 2C (returning from Family Leave) 
·  Candice DeChalain            Year 3A (returning from leave) 
·  Melanie Irons  Learning Specialist 3 & 4 (returning from Family 

Leave) 
·  Meg Makin  PE 0.2 EFT on Tuesday (Taught Year 1 in 2014) 
·   Zarah Moloney                   Art 0.2 EFT on Monday (Taught at Wembley PS) 
·   Kathy Broadway                 School Nurse (Truganina PS in 2019) 

New staff: 
·  Hannah Tabart                   Prep E (Southmoor PS in 2019) 
·  Georgia Dandolo                Year 1B (Victoria University in 2019) 
·  Michael Fitzclarence         Year 1D (Goonawarra PS in 2019) 
·  Isabella Clemens               Year 2B (North Melbourne PS in 2019) 
· Jemima McDonald             Year 3D (Wyndham Vale PS in 2019) 
·  Rachel Cullen  Year 4C (Victoria University in 2019) 
·  Hayley House  Year 5D (Essendon PS in 2019) 
·  Amy Craven  Year 6A (Canberra in 2019) 
·  Rick Byron  Year 6B (United Kingdom in 2019) 
·  Alice Ward  Wellbeing Co-ordinator (Creekside PS in 2019) 

 
A full staff list and corresponding roles will be published on the school’s website for your 
information. 
 
Casual Clothes Day Friday 7 February – Fundraiser for Bushfire Relief 
In support of those affected by the bushfires across Victoria and indeed Australia, we are 
holding a casual clothes day on Friday 7 February asking students to make a gold coin 
donation which will be donated to Bushfire Relief through the DET recommended Bushfire 
Appeal by where 100% of the donations are directed to communities in need. 
I know we have all helped in our own unique ways and we thank each and every community 
member for lending a hand to those in need. 



A special acknowledgment goes to two of our year five students, Oscar Chapman and Riste 
Trajkovski, who had the initiative over the holidays to hold a car wash and raised $513 for 
WIRE (Wildlife Rescue)! A very impressive humanitarian effort. To say we’re proud is an 
understatement and testament to the next generation leading the way in global citizenship and 
compassion. 
Oscar’s family too started a GoFundMe page and I’m told they raised a very considerable 
amount which was also directed to those affected by the bushfires. 
I’d also like to thank our School Captains who have created persuasive posters to post in each 
class to remind all students about our casual clothes day on Friday, in support of those 
affected by the bushfires. Some of these posters are also included below. 
Students across the school have been discussing, reflecting upon and writing about the 
bushfires. Students in the Year Two classes shared their poetry with me. Included below some 
writing pieces shared with me by students in 2D: Marko Briffa, Jacques Buman, Harvey Jones, 
Harry Shannon, Ryan Tang and Damon Theofilas.  
 

BUSHFIRE POETRY – 2D 
 

Big Fire – Harvey Jones 
I am running from the fire. 

Hot ground. 
Sparks everywhere. 

Trees burning to a crisp. 
Trucks exploding with petrol inside. 

  
Burning – Ryan Tang 

My Ears are getting burned. 
The fire is getting closer and closer. 

All the houses are getting burned to pieces. 
The ash falls down. 

The fire spreads all over town. 
  

Bushfire – Damon Theofilas 
It was scary. 

There I was in the bushfire. 
The fire was getting bigger. 

The trees were burning so fast. 
  

Joey – Harry Shannon 
I’m trying to hop to green grass to find food 

And save my joey. 
I am really hot and scared. 

Sad. 
  

The Sky is Red - Jacques Buman 
The sky is red. 



I am on a boat. 
I am trying to escape the blazing fire. 

It is scary. 
I hope my house is safe. 

  
Burning – Marko Briffa 

My eyes burn. 
The fire is getting closer. 

I am afraid. 
I tip water on me. 

All the trees are burnt. 
 
Meet and Greet-Parent-Teacher Meetings 
On Wednesday 12 February and Thursday 13 February, parents are invited to come to school 
between 3.30pm and 6.00pm and meet their child/rens 2020 class teacher/s. 
Appointments can be made via Sentral. https://sentral.wembleyps.vic.edu.au/portal/login 
Bookings are now open and close Monday 10 February at 2.30pm. 
The teachers look forward to meeting all parents on this day and finding out more about your 
child. 
 
Sun Smart 
Wembley Primary School is a Sun Smart school and students are required to wear a broad 
brimmed school hat at all times whilst in the playground – this includes during recess and 
lunch time, as well as physical education, sports sessions and whilst on excursions. 
Please ensure that your child has applied sunscreen prior to coming to school. 
Children without a hat will be asked to spend their recess and lunch breaks in the shaded area 
near the canteen. 
Hats can be purchased from the office at a cost of $14. All hats should be clearly labelled with 
the child’s name and room number so they can be easily returned, if misplaced. 
 
Student Free Days (Curriculum Days) for 2020 
Each year schools receive four student free days (when student instruction does not occur) for 
professional development, school planning and administration, curriculum development and 
student assessment and reporting. 
School Council has approved the following three student free days: 

·  Wednesday 26 February 2020 – Developing our 2020 Annual Implementation Plan 
following our School Review in Term 4 2019 

·  Wednesday 27 May 2020 – Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
·  Wednesday 24 June 2020 – Student Led Conferences 

 
School Council has set these dates well in advance to enable you to make appropriate 
arrangements for childcare. These dates are also published on the school’s website. 
Big Childcare will be operating on these days should you require childcare. 
The contact number for bookings for Big Childcare is 9314 9358. 
 

https://sentral.wembleyps.vic.edu.au/portal/login
https://sentral.wembleyps.vic.edu.au/portal/login


 
Swimming Trials 
The Swimming Trials were held today at Bayfit, Altona. Simon Zammit, PE coordinator 
conducted the trials and will be selecting a team to represent Wembley in the District 
Swimming Carnival to be held at Maribyrnong Aquatic Centre later this term. We congratulate 
the students that participated and acknowledge their effort! Students are to be informed of the 
outcome in the next week. Further details will be shared with children and families in due 
course.  
 
Term Dates for 2020 
In order to assist parents with planning for holidays the following are the school Term Dates 
for this year. 
  

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING SCHOOL TERM DATES 2020 
TERM 1  Tuesday 28 January (students Thurs 30 Jan) - Friday 27 March  9 weeks 
TERM 2  Tuesday 14 April-Friday 26 June    10 weeks 
TERM 3  Monday 13 July-Friday 18 September    10 weeks 
TERM 4  Monday 5 October-Friday 18 December    11 weeks 
Parents are asked to be mindful of the Term dates when booking family holidays, to ensure 
that they coincide with school holidays. This avoids disruption to the educational program. 
 
Prep playground refurbishment – Easter Break 
Students and families may have noticed that parts of the Prep playground are boarded up. This 
is in preparation for the refurbishment due to occur during the Easter Break. The Prep 
Playground will have a fresh new look come term two. Watch this space! 
 
ICT Acceptable Usage Agreement forms were distributed to all students this week. Parents 
are asked to discuss these with their child/children, sign as required and return to school as 
soon as possible. Your support with this is appreciated. 
 
School Contributions and Levies 
Information has been distributed to all families in relation to school contributions and levies 
for 2020. If you have misplaced your information, please contact the Office or visit our Website 
to access the information for each year level. 
Please note that the Excursion and Incursion levy must be paid by Monday 23 March and any 
remaining contribution paid in full no later than the end of Term 1 2020. 
  
Our preferred payment option is via our Qkr! App (please see the Wembley Primary School 
website http://www.wembleyps.vic.edu.au/ for details) or payment can also be made using 
cash, BPay or EFTPOS at the office. 
If making your payment at the office, please bring along your completed 2020 Parent 
Contribution Payment Summary Page. 
If required, a Payment Plan can be arranged. Please contact Mandy Pilkington, Business 
Manager, on 9314 7054 to discuss. 
Financial Assistance (Information for Parents) 

http://www.wembleyps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.wembleyps.vic.edu.au/


The Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) forms and information is on the school’s 
website and available from the office. Families who were eligible in 2019 are not required to 
resubmit an application. If family circumstances have changed, you will need to complete a 
(CSEF) form. All Prep parents who are eligible you will also need to complete a (CSEF).  
Please note: the program for 2020 closes on Friday 26 June 2020. 
 
School Council Election 
School Council elections are held at the beginning of each school year and the process must 
be completed by the end of March. 
School Council has three main responsibilities. They are: 

1.     Finance – overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring 
proper records are kept of the school’s financial arrangements 

2.     Strategic Planning – participating in the development and monitoring of the school’s 
Strategic Plan 

3.     Policy development and review – developing, reviewing and updating policies that 
reflects a school’s values and supports the school’s broad direction outlined in the 
Strategic Plan. 

Other key functions of School Council include: 
·      Raising funds for school related purposes 
·      Maintaining school grounds and facilities 
·      Entering into contracts i.e. school cleaning 
·      Reporting annually to the school community and the Department 
·      Representing and taking the views of the community into account 
·      Regulating and facilitating after-hours use of school premises and grounds 
·      Operating Out of School Hours Care 

 
Currently, School Council meets on the third Monday of each month; however, days and times 
are confirmed at the first meeting of a newly elected School Council. 
Wembley Primary School has a School Council of twelve members – eight parent members 
and four DET members.  Half the positions become vacant each year. 
Parent members whose tenure ends in 2020 are: 

·      Toni Ireland-Hay 
·      Helen Harris 
·      Belinda Faehrmann 
·      Janet Condy 

Parent members whose tenure ends in 2021 are: 
·      Matthew Bateman 
·      Wes Burgoyne 
·      Ashley Craig 
·      Michael Royal 

DET members whose term ends in 2020 are: 
·  Erin Austin 
·  Taxia Katsouranis 

DET members whose term ends in 2021 are: 
·  Vassie Vatsilas D’Arcangelo 



 
Election Process and Timeline 
Notice of Election and call for nominations                    Wednesday 5 February 2020 
Closing of Nominations                                                      Wednesday 19 February 2020 
Posting of list of candidates and nominators                 Thursday 20 February 2020 
If number of candidates exceeds the number of vacancies 
Ballot papers to be distributed              Monday 24 February 2020 
Close of ballot    Monday 2 March 2020 
Vote count  Monday 2 March 2020 
Declaration of poll  Monday 2 March 2020 
If you are interested in being a member of School Council and need more information, please 
contact me 9314 7054 or speak to one of the current School Council members. 
Nomination forms can be collected from the school office during school hours. 
Please return completed nomination forms to me by COB (4.30pm) Wednesday 19 February, 
2020. 
 
Dress Code 
The school uniform is compulsory at Wembley Primary School and we expect all students to 
adhere to it at all times. The school uniform consists of the following: 

·  Girls: 
o   navy/white gingham summer dress 
o   navy cotton elastane skort 
o   navy bootleg pants 

·      Unisex 
o   navy or white short sleeve polo 
o   navy or white long sleeve polo 
o   navy T-shirt 
o   navy bomber jacket 
o   navy hoodie 
o   navy trackpant straight leg (plain knee) 
o   navy jersey shorts 
o   navy broad brimmed hat 
o   navy or white socks 
o   navy or white  hair accessories 
o   suitable, safe closed in footwear including, runners (sports shoes) and 

enclosed toe sandals 
Exclusions to the Dress Code: 

·      Items of clothing that are not suitable for school wear include: 
o   Wembley Basketball Club uniform 
o   Wembley Netball Club uniform 
o   netball skirts 
o   denim jeans 
o   baseball caps 
o   beanies 
o   thongs (unless at the pool) 



o   moccasins/ugg boots 
o   rubber boots 
  

As noted above netball skirts are not part of the Wembley School Uniform Dress Code and 
therefore should not be worn to school on a daily basis. Netball skirts are suitable for sporting 
activities only. 
If you need to order any items of the school uniform for your children please follow this link: 
rhsports.com.au 
For the full Uniform Policy please refer to the school’s website: www.wembleyps.vic.gov.au 
 
Frank & Kenny (formerly Cup & Bean) 
Now selling some tasty danishes and croissants from Sourdough Kitchen, alongside jam 
donuts and cheese sticks. Also stocking some sliced loaves of white bread as well as 
sourdough loaves.  Of course they are still doing the tasty toasties and fancy jaffles. 
 

 

 
https://runforhope2020.gofundraise.com.au 

https://www.rhsports.com.au/
http://www.wembleyps.vic.gov.au/
http://www.wembleyps.vic.gov.au/
https://runforhope2020.gofundraise.com.au/


 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 





 
 

 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


