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From the Principals

Term One update
Welcome to week 8 of Term One. Every day is a great day to celebrate
the amazing women in our lives, but International Women's Day gave
us an extra reason to do just that. Celebrated every year on March 8,
the day encourages all people to celebrate women's achievements,
raise awareness about women's equality and encourage gender parity.
At Wembley Primary School, we celebrated International Women’s Day
last week through activities in class rooms and through presentations
at our Monday assembly this week.
We would like to acknowledge the outstanding women working within
our education system and across our community. Whether within the
workplace, the community or at home, your leadership, commitment
and contributions are valued greatly. We are grateful that our
community is one where equity and opportunity is at the forefront of
our minds, more so than any generation before us. We would also like
to acknowledge the wonderful men who also work alongside us, as
together we are stronger.

See here a photo of 6/8 of our year 6 school captains at assembly on
Monday with Vassie, where they shared what International Women’s
Day means to them.

Upcoming dates:

Tuesday 23 March
Harmony Day
Wear a touch of orange

Wednesday 24 March
Wembley Athletics Carnival

Wednesday 31 March
Back up day
Wembley Athletics Carnival

Thursday 1 April
Last day Term 2



Here is a photo of Charlie in 1B, who attended the women’s march on Monday together with
her mother, Simonne, standing up for women’s rights which are human rights.

End of Term One
Thursday 1 April is the final day of Term One. We will hold an assembly outside in the school
yard. Parents are welcome to attend, however will need to be mindful of checking in using the
QR code, observing density rules and mask regulations (where physical distancing cannot be
adhered to).

Assembly will begin at 1:00pm and students will be dismissed at 1:30pm. The Easter raffles
will be drawn at this assembly. We wish to thank you all for your wonderful contributions to the
Easter hampers and through the purchasing of raffle tickets.

The Out of School Hour Care Program - Big Childcare, will be operating from 1.30pm on this
day. Please call Nikki or Chelsea if you require care, on 0481 730 086.



Canteen Closed
The canteen will be closed on Thursday 1st April – last day of term.

Start of Term Two
Our first day of Term Two is Monday 19 April.

Harmony Day
This Sunday 21 March is Harmony Day. We will celebrate Harmony Day on Tuesday 23 March
and as such we invite all students to wear a touch of orange on that day. A touch of orange
may be orange socks, an orange wristband or an orange ribbon/bandana.

What is Harmony Day? Harmony Day began in 1999, coinciding with the United Nations
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Each year, it is marked by people
coming together and participating in local activities. The continuing message of Harmony Day
is 'Everyone Belongs'. It is about community participation, inclusiveness, celebrating diversity,
respect and belonging.

Pre-Service Teachers
Over the next few weeks and into term two, we will have seven pre-service teachers from
Melbourne University and Victoria University involved in their teaching placements at our
school. In addition to this, we also have three work experience students who are involved in
education support in three Prep classrooms. Please make our visiting pre-service teachers and
our education support volunteer staff welcome when you see them.

School Council Update
A sincere thank you to the numerous families who completed this year’s School Council voting
slips. Thank you to the members of our school community who nominated for selection and
congratulations to those who were successful.



We are very pleased to announce the composition of the 2021 School Council is now complete
and is as follows:

Parent Representatives:
● Wes Burgoyne (President)
● Beck Thomas (Vice President)
● Matt Bateman (Treasurer)
● Helen Harris
● Rebecca Holder
● Bridget Horton
● Lisa Filippin

Staff Representatives:
● Vassie Vatsilas D'Arcangelo
● Terry Lawless
● Katie McClue
● Taxia Katsouranis

We have attached an overview of our School Council subcommittees and more information
will come in the following weeks:

Subcommittee Members on Subcommittee

Education and Policy Vassie Vatsilas
Katie McClue
Helen Harris
Beck Thomas
Bridget Horton
Lisa Filippin

Buildings and Grounds Terry Lawless
Beck Thomas
Rebecca Holder

Finance Terry Lawless
Vassie Vatsilas D'Arcangelo
Matt  Bateman
Wes Burgoyne
Beck Thomas

Wembley Parent Community Group Taxia Katsouranis
Beck Thomas
Bec Holder

Goodbye and Thank you to these school councillors
A big thank you to Janet Condy for her enormous contribution to School Council over the last
eight years, six as School Council President. Janet has always been generous with her time for
both parents and staff and has been a wonderful confidant to the leadership team.



Thank you to Michael for your contribution to the governance of Wembley Primary School over
the last two years and particularly for your input into the Education subcommittee.

Instrumental Music Program
We are working with our Instrumental Music Teachers, students, parents and classroom
teachers, to engage in a review of our Instrumental Music Program for 2021.

We have reflected upon and acknowledged the great value that it brings to our students’
education and identity. However, we wish to review our approach to the program,  the structure
of lessons across the week, and the balance between classroom instruction and instrumental
instruction, to ensure we’re maximising all learning opportunities within and beyond the
classroom.

In order to do this, we are seeking your input. Please access the survey via
https://forms.gle/81KxRrDPCAf2YJ3x9

Currently the program is for students in Year 1 - Year 6 and offers:
● guitar, keyboard, violin, drums.
● 1 X 20 minute lesson, one day a week.

In advance, thank you for taking the time to complete the survey.

Division Swimming Sports
Congratulations to the children who participated in this event today, Wednesday 17 March.
Your hard work and commitment is notable. A further congratulations to our four students who
will proceed to the next stage of regional swimming, to be held in Geelong.

They are:
Frankie O
Elise Z
Ben W
Daniel P

We thank Mr. Zammit for his time and effort with the Wembley swimming team.

https://forms.gle/81KxRrDPCAf2YJ3x9


Athletics Day
As you would be aware Wednesday 24 March (Week 9) is our earmarked school Athletics day.
The whole school is involved in Athletics on the same day.
P-2 students will participate in activities at school.
3-6 students will be at the Newport Athletics Track.

We are encouraging students to dress up in their house colours and show house spirit. House
points will be awarded for participation and values. While we encourage house colours for
clothes and items such as ribbons or bandannas, we do ask that coloured face paint or hair
spray/dye is not used. We look forward to the event. Parents are welcome to attend, however
will need to be mindful of checking in using the QR code, observing density rules and mask
regulations (where physical distancing cannot be adhered to).

Year 5 Writing Samples
Please see below some pieces of Writing from our Year Five students who have been
developing their writing demonstrating the power of writing craft! We really enjoy reading these
pieces which express our students’ voices and powerful minds! A highlight for us is when
students share their learning with us in classrooms and even visit us in our office to share with
bright smiling faces beaming with pride.

See here a significant literary quilt made by Sofia’s class, 5C, using the mentor text, My Name
is Lizzie Flynn. This quilt acknowledges the significance and symbolism of International
Women’s Day, through our students powerful reflection upon author's craft, facts, inferring and
visualising.





RTI (Response to Intervention)
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, we have connected our ‘Tutors in Schools’ funding,
provided by the Department of Education and Training (DET) to our Response to Intervention
(RTI) program. This has enabled us to increase our RTI team this year from two members of
staff to three, thus increasing the amount of support available for our students in response to
the disruptions brought about last year by Covid-19. Our RTI team comprises Sally Tonge,
Linda Turner and Zarah Moloney.

This term, our RTI focus is Reading for four days a week, whilst on Fridays the focus shifts to
providing Mathematics support. Students involved in Tier 3 reading groups will remain quite
consistent, due to the nature of the curriculum in reading, but also the manner in which
students build their understanding in this area. Our Mathematics groups are likely to change
more frequently, due to the shorter learning cycles that occur in mathematics, as well as the
fact that students may find one or two content areas in particular challenging, whilst they
understand and master other content areas with comparative ease and competency.

Classroom teachers will now commence the process of informing parents, over the coming
week, if their child is currently involved in Tier 3 for either of these supports.

Essential learnings on website
Our Essential Learnings outline our curriculum learning for each semester and for each year
level. They are now published on our website.
As part of our School Strategic Plan, and 2021 Annual Implementation Plan, our Maths
Essential Learning documentation is undergoing review and as such, only the initial Essential
Learnings are fully detailed in these planners at present. As teams work through their
curriculum development and pacing, these documents will be routinely updated to reflect the
refined and improved Essential Learnings. If you require Essential Learning details prior to a
specific content area being available through these documents, then please don’t hesitate to
contact the school.

Junior School Council
Week 7 has been a very exciting week at Wembley with students writing their persuasive
speeches to present to their class as part of our JSC elections.

This year our 2020 representatives will form part of our 2021 council. This is due to a very
disrupted year last year and a lack of leadership opportunities. The students who I have
spoken to are very excited to be offered another opportunity to use their student voice and
suggest improvements to Wembley.

The following is a list of last year’s representatives and we welcome them onto our 2021
council:
George T and Claire T
Blake K and Lana B
Milan M and Rex R
Kaylah L and Scarlet P
Izzy G and Jake O

Once the elections are completed another representative from each year level will join the
team, as well as our  Year 6 school captains.
Our first meeting will be in week 1 of term 2. Looking forward to a very productive year with the
Wembley JSC.

Linda Turner (JSC co-ordinator)



Lunchtime clubs.
Lunchtime activities and clubs offer students the opportunity to engage and participate in
activities that they enjoy and are passionate about, to socialise with groups of multi-age
students, to ‘take a break’ from the playground or try something new.
At Wembley, lunch time clubs will begin next week and continue into Term Two. A range of
activities for a range of year levels will be offered. Some of the clubs on offer are:

● Earring/ Jewellery making club
● Art/craft club
● Woolly crafts club
● Board games in nature play area

More clubs will be running in Term Two. Announcements are made to notify students on the
day the clubs are offered.

Supervision before and after school
We would like to remind you that supervision before school commences at 8:45am, and
concludes at 3:30 following the 3:15 dismissal bell. We have noticed that a number of children
have been dropped at school earlier than 8:45 throughout the past few weeks and we would
remind parents that children can be booked into before school care if work commitments
impede on the supervision times. Any student that arrives at school earlier than 8:45 is to be
accompanied by an adult. This is around a duty of care to ensure the safety and wellbeing of
all students.

Please note this important update regarding the Maribyrnong library across the road. The
library staff have informed us that they are no longer able to accept supervision of students
under the age of 10. Therefore this cannot be used as a supervision service after school for
parents who are running late. The only remaining option is to register with Big Childcare on
0481 730 086.

Lost Property
Please be sure to regularly check our lost property area, which is located in the corridor next to
the office area. We have a collection of student drink bottles, school jumpers and jackets that
have started to pile up and are waiting for their owners to come and collect them. In addition
to this, we also have a preloved area of uniform near the office which is free to our families.
Hats are in huge demand at the moment, please note that we do not have any spares to
provide on days when students do not have a hat.

Teacher Absences
Each year, the school’s leadership team and consultative committee decide upon and create
our school ‘long term plan’. Within the plan, we create a process for teacher absences. This
year, our plan is that we apply a split to a class of students within the current cohort when it is
a short term teacher absence, such as a half day. We also apply this on the first full day of a
teacher absence. On the second and consequent days, we hire a casual replacement teacher
(CRT). On some days, when it is difficult to source a CRT replacement teacher, we may also
need to apply a split.

School Contributions
Information has been distributed to all families in relation to school contributions for 2021. If
you have misplaced your information, please contact the Office or visit our Website to access
the information for each year level.
Our preferred payment option is via our Qkr! App (please see the Wembley Primary School
website http://www.wembleyps.vic.edu.au/ for details) or payment can also be made using
cash, BPay or EFTPOS at the office. In addition parents have the options of making payments
via bank transfer. Please contact the school office should you have any questions.



If making your payment at the office, please bring along your completed 2021 Parent
Contribution Payment Summary Page.
If required, a Payment Plan can be arranged. Please contact Mandy Pilkington, Business
Manager, on 9314 7054 to discuss.

Secondary Education Guide
To assist your decision making in relation to your child's education for 2022 and beyond,
please find below a link to the 80 page February 2021 edition of the Secondary Education
Guide.
CLICK HERE: victoriaschoolguides.starcommunity.com.au/secondary-education-west

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.secondstreetapp.com%2Fm_c_t%2F29728990%2F177337569&data=04%7C01%7Cwembley.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc35a9e1cc87e4ec50a9408d8c7df3d42%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637479109827912947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aJ34H1OhLoBlQWA4ey%2B90OYSqKAeL8vOCLe4k52D4kk%3D&reserved=0






Student Learning and Achievement Awards Term 1 - Week 6

P A Blake S For showing outstanding effort and pride in your writing about friends.  Well done and
keep up the great attitude!

P B Elizabeth T For making an incredible start to Prep! You always demonstrate all of our Wembley
Rules & Values. Superstar effort Elizabeth, well done!

P C Arlo L For an outstanding start to the year and continually demonstrating the 5L’s and being a
role model for his peers. Keep up the fantastic work!

P D Grace K For always following her morning routine and consistently showing her 5L’s of listening.
What a fantastic start to school Grace! Well done!

P E Ronan K For his enthusiastic and persistent efforts during writing. Well done Ronan for having a
go! Your writing just keeps getting better and better!

1A Zara W For showing resilience and positivity during all the changes with the class timetable.
Well done Zara. You have been a Wembley super star!

1B Gabby S For working hard at blocking out distractions and writing an amazing story from a seed!
Excellent work this week Gab, I’m so proud of you! :-)

1C Kareem F For taking a seed from your Writer’s Notebook and showing that you can use
punctuation correctly in your writing. Well done Kareem!

1D Eloise W For your creative writing from a seed and showing me that you can use feedback to
improve your writing. I can’t wait for you to finish your piece on being trapped in the zoo!
Well done Eloise.

1E Aiden C For his hard work and fantastic effort during our Place Value unit in Maths. You are such
a great role model with your positive attitude towards your learning. Keep up the great
work, Aiden!

2A Ivy G For her fantastic efforts when working in groups. Your kind and caring nature shines
through as you assist and support your group to achieve their desired goal, whether it is
working in a group during Reader’s Theatre or in your Concept team in Survivor. I’m so
proud of the role model you are. Keep up the great work, Ivy!

2C Alana E For putting her best foot forward and applying herself to all that she does. Alana, your
ability to always achieve your personal best makes you a great role model for your peers.
Keep it up you superstar!

2D

2E Michael D For demonstrating wonderful speaking and listening skills in class, it is lovely to see you
raising your hand and engaging in classroom discussions. You have also shown
fantastic mathematical skills in ordering numbers beyond 100 and beginning to
demonstrate your understanding of renaming numbers. Keep up the great effort,
Michael!

3A Dylan O For being a cooperative and respectful member of his survivor team, “Team Tropical”.
You have shown excellent group work skills when working with your peers and are a
valuable member of the team. Well done, Dylan!

3B Oakley C For stepping up to senior school and demonstrating an increased effort and sensibility
in the classroom. Congratulations on your respectful and mature choices to focus on



your learning. You are a great role model for your peers!

3C Lainie H For consistently modeling so many of our Wembley values since the beginning of Term
1. What a fantastic start to Year 3 you’ve had Lainie!

3D Keira T Keira you always show eagerness to help your teacher and complete all tasks given to
you.  Your writing is so enjoyable to read and you never stop striving to do better.  Keep
up the great work.

4A Sabian B For being a kind, inclusive and friendly member of 4A. Sabian, it is great to see that you
are looking out for your classmates and making sure that they are happy and included at
school. It’s great to have you back at Wembley!

4B Ben W For being an amazing role model for 4B!  You are a focused, conscientious and
wonderful member of our classroom community who always demonstrates the
Wembley values.  Great work Ben, keep it up!

4C Nieve M For your fantastic efforts in Maths this week. It’s great to see the hard work you put into
your number sequences and place value this week Nieve. Your enthusiasm and
resilience in difficult learning situations is an inspiration to others. Congratulations
legend!

4D Charlotte P For her outstanding efforts towards her JSC speech and overall focus and behaviour this
week. You have grown more and more confident with your number sequences and have
been a great role model for others in 4D. Congratulations, Charlotte!

5A Elise Z For insightful and well thought out contributions to whole class and small group
discussions. Keep up the fantastic work!

5B Susanna L For showing integrity and being a responsible member of 5B. Susanna, it is wonderful to
see you being an active participant in your learning and trying your best in all tasks. Keep
being a superstar!

5C Miya G For showing persistence and resilience across the whole week, from conquering her fear
of jumping off the pier at the beach program, to her determination in our place value
work. Well done, Miya! Keep up the great work.

5/6A Gideon H For demonstrating creativity and care to present your interesting writing seeds in your
Writer’s Notebook. I can’t wait to read all of your great writing pieces, Gideon!

6A Nour M For showing determination and courage at the Beach Program. You conquered the ‘pier
jump!’ Super effort Nour!

6B Harvey V For his fantastic effort in class, especially while mastering our Integers Essential
Learning. Your responsible attitude towards Peer Mediating has also not gone
unnoticed. Keep up the amazing work!

6C Sarah C For demonstrating role model behaviour and consistently giving your best effort during
all learning tasks. Congratulations Sarah on an outstanding start to Year 6!

6D

Student Learning and Achievement Awards Term 1 - Week 7

P A Cobi T For your amazing persistence in our crafting sessions. Your cutting skills are getting



better each day. Keep up the amazing work!

P B Kisa L For consistently trying your best and always demonstrating the Wembley Values. I am
so proud of all that you have achieved already this term! Well done, Kisa!

P C Lilia K For her outstanding start to the year. You are a wonderful role model for the class,
following routines and instructions. Keep up the amazing work Lilia!

P D Hamish G For his fantastic efforts on all set tasks.  Hamish you always try your hardest and follow
routines beautifully. What an amazing start to school Hamish! Well done!

P E Isla O For always showing the Wembley values. Thank you Isla for being such a wonderful role
model for your peers. Well done!

1A Jordan P For sharing his wonderful ideas and always being kind and helpful in the classroom.
Jordan you are a superstar and a highly valued member of 1A!

1B Elsa F For consistently making excellent choices both in and out of the classroom and for
always helping others! Elsa, you are such a helpful friend to everyone in 1B! Well done :-)

1C Luca M For his wonderful effort in maths making 2 and 3 digit numbers with unifix. Keep up the
fantastic work!

1D

1E Riley H For her fabulous effort with her writing pieces in our Writer’s Workshop. Your confidence
and positive attitude will help you go far as a writer. Keep up the wonderful work, Riley!

2A Angie W For consistently demonstrating our Wembley school values. You always show fantastic
listening skills during classroom discussions and are able to follow routines beautifully.
Keep up the great work, Angie!

2C Musa Y For his focus, persistence and 100% effort he puts into everything he does. Musa you
are a fabulous role model for others to follow. Well done!

2D Ines T For her wonderful effort in maths class and trying her very hardest to guess and solve
the place value number. Keep up the fantastic work!

2E Claire T For showing great resilience when challenged and for always being such a wonderful
helper around the classroom. Congratulations Claire, you're a superstar!

3A Tilly K For being a wonderful contributor to our whole class discussions. Your imaginative and
creative ideas always enrich our learning in the classroom and provide us with new ways
of thinking about things. We are very proud of you. Well done, Tilly!

3B

3C Zoe M For demonstrating resilience this week at school. Well done Zoe!

3D Max C For your amazing writing, illustrations and typing of your story Wolf Boy.  Also for
overcoming your challenges with Maths this week and putting in your best effort.
Outstanding work Max.

4A Marko B For the amazing effort you are showing with your writing this term. You should be so
proud of your JSC speech and the growth mindset you are consistently showing in our
writing sessions. Keep up the positive attitude towards your learning, Marko!

4B Sadie R For writing a fantastic persuasive piece about why you should be on the JSC. It was
great to see you use different persuasive techniques to influence your audience. You



would be a great JSC representative for Year Four. Great work!

4C Austin R For a fantastic Junior School Council speech.  Well done Austin, you have crafted a
wonderful JSC speech, full of humor, kindness and a determination to support your
fellow peers.  Wembley would be lucky to have you as a representative!  Well done!!

4D Makayla H For her continuous representation of the Wembley School Values. Makayla, you always
show the six Wembley School Values inside and outside the classroom. You should be
very proud and it’s fantastic to see how you’re a positive role model to others. Well done
super star!

5A Miles D For his outstanding JSC speech and his efforts to extend himself in his Mathematics. In
addition to this, you have served as a wonderful role model for others in 4D. You should
be very proud. Well done, Miles!

5B Isabelle C For consistently demonstrating outstanding effort in all areas of her learning. I am really
impressed with your resilience and Growth Mindset. Keep up the great work.

5C Ryder  S For consistently trying your best in all tasks and displaying the Wembley school values.
It’s wonderful to see you having a positive impact on the classroom. Well done Ryder!

5/6A Ethan H For demonstrating amazing work in our clarifying lessons over the last two weeks. Well
done on working hard to identify so much amazing vocabulary in our mentor texts! Keep
up the great work, Ethan!

6A Hugh B For demonstrating thoughtful opinions and excellent comprehension skills during
reciprocal reading group sessions. Keep up the great work, Hugh!

6B Izzy G For her enthusiastic attitude towards learning tasks! Izzy, your persuasive and
entertaining movie on recycling, inspired by Clean Up Australia Day, was exceptional.
Well Done!

6C Ella R For her exceptional cooperation with all peers in 6B, especially while creating number
types posters and while playing integers golf. Keep up the phenomenal effort and
enthusiasm for your learning!

6D Zayne H For showing great determination to achieve your learning goals. The motivation you
have shown during RTI and Maths has been fantastic to see. Congratulations Zayne!


























