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From the Principals

End of 2021 School Year - Assembly and Dismissal
The 2021 school year concludes on Friday 17 December at 1.30pm.
Farewell assembly will commence at 1.00pm. Certificates of
appreciation will be presented to our 2021 School Captains, House
Captains, Specialist Captains and Junior School Councillors. We will
farewell our year 6 students in their final Wembley Primary School
assembly. They will also perform their graduation dance.

We are hoping that in 2022 we will be able to welcome all families
back into classrooms. We will provide an update into the new year
regarding the advice around this.

Start Date for 2022
Our staff will return to school on Friday 28 January as they focus on
classroom preparation and collaborative curriculum planning.
Our students in Year Prep to Year 6 will commence school on Monday
31st January, 2022.
We wish you a relaxing, safe and enjoyable summer break and we look
forward to welcoming you for the 2022 school year. Merry Christmas
to all in the Wembley PS community and thank you again.

THANK YOU
As we approach the finish line of the 2021 school year, we would like
to take this opportunity to thank you for what has been an
extraordinary year. We are incredibly proud of ALL community
members and our collective tremendous efforts in supporting one
another through the remarkable challenges that 2021 has presented.
-To our students, the word proud doesn’t seem to cut it! We applaud
you and thank you for your resilience, persistence, focus and
responsibility in embracing the challenges of remote and flexible
learning, and pivoting back to face-to-face learning. We have no doubt
that you have learnt life lessons that will continue to serve you and
inspire your identity and education for years to come. Everything we
have done, big and small, is for you, the centrepiece of our school-our
students! Reach for the stars!
-To our parents, thank you for your partnership and for stepping up as
incredible teachers this year once again. The way that you have
balanced your personal and professional responsibilities to work in
partnership with us in supporting your child/ren-our students has been
remarkable. We know that it hasn't been easy however it was certainly
worth the tireless effort and energy. We couldn’t have done it without
your unwavering commitment to your little loves and we appreciate
you immensely. Now and always.

Upcoming dates:

Thursday 9 December
Whole School Step Up Day

Tuesday 14 December
Year 6 Farewell

Friday 17 December
Final day Term 4
1:30pm dismissal

Monday 31 January
All students start for Term 1



-To our ES staff in the office, your dedication to the little and big people of Wembley is much
appreciated. The way you offer support, encouragement and compassion in answering the
phones, greetings families at the gates and doors, caring for children, staff and parents,
processing payments, providing devices, supporting ICT infrastructure, and basically in
ensuring that the engine room of Wembley PS runs smoothly is an invaluable asset to the
Wembley PS community. We thank you.
-To our ES staff in the classroom, your focus on supporting our students and staff throughout
the peaks and troughs of 2021 throughout remote learning and once back on site has been
inspiring. The learning and wellbeing support that you provide is truly appreciated by students,
parents and teachers and has been a special highlight this year. You are very appreciated.
-To our teachers, the absolute heroes of 2021. How do we begin to thank you for your
awe-inspiring efforts this year? Time and time again, day in and day out, you have put on a
brave face, and greeted your students with a smile through a screen (or onsite) and in doing
so, have provided hope, comfort, support and love to our little heroes, our students. You have
gone above and beyond to support and engage your students, parents and colleagues and
keep the magic and love of learning alive through your morning check-ins, engaging lessons,
tremendous movies and nurturing the special relationships that you have built which took our
students from strength to strength. You inspired connection, compassion, empathy and
understanding and you have survived and supported our students to thrive as learners and as
people.
-To the leaders - thank you for your courageous leadership in focusing on the wellbeing and
learning of all Wembley Primary School community members throughout the marathon that
has been 2021. For every decision, meeting, phone call, email, video, presentation, letter, card,
lesson, timetable, newsletter, smile...we thank you. We understand that the strong culture that
exists at Wembley Primary School does not occur by accident, instead by a collective sense of
moral purpose and collective efficacy. Our leadership team has certainly demonstrated the
power of the Wembley values and have worked tirelessly to give students opportunities and
choices in learning, and in life. We have well and truly lived our mission of empowering all
students to learn at high levels, to become independent, successful, lifelong learners.

We are proud of each and every one of our community members and look forward to
welcoming you back in 2022 for a great year of learning.
Wishing all Wembley families a safe and restful break as you gather around the Christmas tree
reflecting on your blessings. We are also thinking of our community members who have lost
loved ones throughout 2021 and send you our love, heartfelt compassion and very best
wishes.

Update on Staffing
As we approach the end of the school year, we are farewelling some staff members, and
welcoming others.
It is always a sad time to see staff move on or take leave however we always wish our staff all
the best in their future endeavours and thank them for their contribution to Wembley Primary
School. We will be holding a staff special farewell event next week to thank these staff
members for their contribution and impact on Wembley PS.

We welcome our new and returning staff to Wembley Primary School and look forward to
officially welcoming them on site to meet our community.

● Kathleen Cashin- French Teacher who comes to us from a placement at Haileybury
College as a French Pre-Service teacher

● Avery Francis- Avery will be known to some of our community as she was a Pre-Service
Teacher with Sarah Mason in grade prep in 2020 at Wembley



● Martin Richards- Currently a teacher at Brunswick North West PS and lives locally in
Footscray

● Jodie Strachan - Welcome back to Jodie from a temporary transfer at Altona PS. Jodie
taught at Wembley for 3 years from 2017-2019, before a two year transfer to Altona PS.

● Kate Gialamatzis - Welcome back to Kate from family leave this year, after welcoming
baby Fred into the world.

Staff not returning in 2022
We’d like to congratulate and say goodbye to the following staff members. We thank all our
departing staff for their wonderful contributions to our school, and on behalf of our students
we wish them all the best in their future aspirations:

● Helen Pretty-Congratulations to Helen on receiving an ongoing teaching position at
Tarneit Rise PS. We are truly thankful for her dedication to our students over the last
year at Wembley as a year 3 teacher, and as a pre-service teacher in 2020, not to
mention her involvement as one of our Wembley parents.

● Pilar Martinez- Congratulations on picking up a full time classroom teaching position at
Moonee Ponds West PS, the school she was on leave from. We thank Pilar for her
support of the students in Prep B this term in Miss Tabart’s absence during her
personal leave.

● Tom Penberthy-Congratulations to Tom who has been appointed to the Mental Health
Teacher role at Wembley PS (full time out of classroom). Tom will remain at Wembley,
however in this new and trailblazing role.

● Laura Gardiner-We congratulate Laura as she prepares to welcome her first child in
March. Congratulations to Laura on this exciting chapter of her life and we wish to
extend a huge thank you for all her work at Wembley this year, with our year 5 students.

● Mag Makin-Meg returned to Wembley in 2020 and has worked part time as a Specialist
teacher. Her teaching skills have allowed her to transfer between PE and Environmental
Science. We wish to thank Meg for her contribution to our school and wish her well in
her endeavours to work in a setting closer to home next year.

● Lisa Baker-Congratulations to Lisa on being offered a Learning Specialist Position at
Footscray North PS. This is a wonderful leadership opportunity, she will be missed by
our students and staff. Lisa Baker arrived at Wembley PS in 2009 and has been
connected with Wembley for the last 12 years, although she did take leave for a 3 year
stint in Newcastle and when she had her baby boy Eddie. However the lure of Wembley
was too strong and she once again returned to the Wembley community.  Lisa has taught
an array of classes from Prep through to Year 6 in her time at Wembley, making a
significant contribution to our students, programs and our school overall. She has
brought a positive spirit into our community and has always advocated for the students
in her care.  We thank Lisa and wish her well in her leadership role as she transfers to
Footscray North PS in the role of Learning Specialist.

● Linda Turner-please see farewell below.

Farewell Linda Turner - Retirement
The time has come to farewell our remarkable long standing staff member, Linda Turner. Linda
has made the well-earned decision to retire, after 37 years with the Department of Education,
and 33 years at Wembley Primary School.
Linda has made an enormous contribution to Wembley Primary School and we wish to extend
a huge thank you to Linda for her time at Wembley PS. Linda has touched the lives of many
students and has shaped the careers of many teachers in the education workforce, having
taught all year levels from Prep to Year 6, in addition to Reading Recovery and Intervention in
most recent years. Linda also happened to teach Vassie, our Principal, all those years ago in
grade prep when she was known as Miss Morrison, before she married Craig, another
legendary teacher at Wembley, and became Mrs Turner. Linda and Craig’s children, Jackson,



Craig jnr and Shylah also attended Wembley Primary School, once again symbolising the deep
and long standing connection of the Turner family to Wembley PS.
When it comes to education, there are few people who have shown such unwavering
commitment to the profession, whilst still managing to maintain a true passion for learning.
Linda has been dedicated to bringing engaging and authentic learning opportunities to the
classroom; she has taught with humour, and in such a way that she captures the attention and
interest of all of her students. Linda has been a highly collaborative teacher, who has gone
above and beyond to help her colleagues; often sharing and preparing resources and ideas
just to make each day a little easier for those she works with. In particular, she has proven year
after year to be a supportive and effective mentor to graduate teachers, often taking them
under her wing and assisting them through their first, often very challenging, year of teaching.
With over 33 years of contributions to Wembley Primary School, Linda has well and truly
earned the status of veteran! She has chosen to retire at the end of 2021, to in her words,
“spend the best years of her life on a beach somewhere.” Linda will be very sorely missed by
the school, and wider community. She will be remembered fondly, having touched the lives of
so many and her legacy will endure for generations.  Farewell and best wishes to Linda.

Year 6 Graduation Farewell – Tuesday 14 December
Year 6 students will be farewelled from Wembley at their Graduation function to be held at
school, on Tuesday 14 December in the school grounds. All Year 6 parents have been notified
of arrangements concerning the Farewell. As departmental guidelines have changed, we are
now able to hold the graduation on school grounds with parents in attendance; a truly special
opportunity for families to experience together. Weather permitting, we will hold the ceremony
outside on the soccer pitch, following a student dinner. The ceremony itself will be a ‘picnic
style’ evening, with families asked to bring along picnic rugs and snacks to enjoy throughout
the ceremony. Please note that alcohol will not be permitted.
Students have begun practicing for the graduation ceremony and dance and information
regarding the allocation of tickets was communicated last week through Sentral and hard
copy tickets will be sent home to students this week. Please retain these tickets as parents
will need this on the night to enter the event. We thank our Year 6 community for their ongoing
support and look forward to celebrating with you all in your child’s final week of primary
school.

Year 6 Events Incursion and Movie Day
Last week, the year 6 teachers arranged an incursion titled, ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ which was
in honour of the traditional Year 6 city excursion. Our marvellous year 6 teachers and students
decided to bring some Melbourne icons to school by rotating through a series of activities that
are symbolic of the city of Melbourne. For e.g. activities celebrating Graffiti art inspired by
Flinders Lane, Escape Room challenge, Melbourne Cafe, Melbourne Themed Scavenger Hunt
and a Sports Rotation.
The Year 6 Movie day will be held tomorrow during the school day in our school hall. This is an
opportunity for our students to showcase the films they have planned, filmed and edited
collaboratively in groups. We will endeavor to make the film available to our families in the final
week of school through Google Classroom. After all their hard work, we can’t wait to get the
popcorn out and the reels rolling.

We thank our year 6 teachers, Renee, Adriana, James, Nathan, Ryan and Lisa for their tireless
efforts and ingenuity in honouring the special rites of passage that our year 6 students have
looked forward to throughout their years at Wembley PS in experiencing the generations of
year 6 student before them, to enjoy these celebrations.



Message to our Year 6 students

Dear the class of 2021,

The time has come to bid you farewell from Wembley Primary School, however please be
assured that this isn’t goodbye, but farewell. You will always be honorary members of
Wembley Primary School, and who knows you may return as a teacher, education support staff
member or even a future Principal, one day.

To say that we are proud of the fine young people you’re becoming is an understatement. The
2020 and 2021 school year has been a tough time for all, and COVID-19 has had a significant
impact on your last two years at primary school. Year six should be a year of reflection and
celebration, instead it has been a year of isolation and remote and flexible learning. We know
that it hasn’t been easy, however you have demonstrated the Wembley values of Resilience,
Integrity, Responsibility, Respect, Cooperation and Persistence, throughout remote and flexible
learning, and also in pivoting back to face-to-face learning.

At the beginning of term 4, after a long period of remote and flexible learning, you were
reunited with your school friends, many of whom you have known most of your lives. You were
also reconnected with your teachers who are incredibly proud of you. The bonds you have
formed with your teachers will never be forgotten, and we are sure that you would be grateful
for the time, effort and heart that your teachers have put into honouring your year 6 rites of
passage and Wembley traditions, as the year draws to a close and we celebrate you.

The following two quotes come to mind as being particularly relevant to you, given your most
recent experiences, and, as you embark on secondary school.

“Today you are you, that is truer than true. There is no one alive who is youer than You.” Dr.
Seuss.

“You can’t stop the waves but you can learn how to surf.” Jon Kabat Zinn

Whilst we couldn’t stop the waves, we did our very best to provide you with the greatest ‘surf
boards, sunscreen, support and guidance’, as you navigated your way through the swells and
rips of your education, and have emerged as remarkable young people ready to take on the
world.

Well done on surfing through the waves with the support of your wonderful teachers and
families. You have thrived throughout the past seven years of primary school, whilst enduring
a pandemic throughout your final two years. We have watched in awe as you’ve grown and
developed from teeny tiny preppies as you entered the school gates for the first time hand in
hand with your parents, and we smile, as we’ve witnessed you flourish into year six students
ready to move onto secondary school and beyond.

Please take the time to take it all in…the nostalgia as you walk into the school gates for the
last time as a student at Wembley, the classroom vibe as you chit chat to your friends, the
special sentiments written on your Wembley polo shirts and yearbooks, the wise words shared
by your teachers as they share their pride and well wishes with you, the gleaming eyes of your
parents as they cuddle you on your final day of year six, and on that first morning of year
seven. Take the extra time to cuddle your family members that little bit tighter, as both
yourselves and your parents will need it.
Whilst your parents will be brave, they will be carrying you in their hearts, whilst letting you fly
as you move into another symbolic level of independence. While parents may not be beside



you every step of the way, they will most definitely be behind you to catch you if you fall. No
doubt there will be falls along the way. Use these experiences to grow, develop and mature and
never be too embarrassed to ask for help.

The reality is that as you travel through life you will encounter change. Change can be
confronting, change can be scary, change can be exciting, and change can be good. Change is
when you learn something new. Change is what is going to make you all amazing adults who
will contribute significantly to society.
Yes, you may have feelings of uncertainty but do not let that stop you from approaching
secondary school with great gusto and enthusiasm. We all feel a little unsure when confronted
with change and feeling a little unsure is perfectly okay. Embrace the changes as they come.
As frightening as change can be, it can also be exciting and opens new worlds of possibilities.

By leaving primary school you haven't lost anything, and nothing has come to an end, just a
natural progression on the journey of life. All your friendships and memories are yours, and
yours to cherish. You'll just keep adding to your collection over your years at secondary school
and beyond.

Please remember that as life presents its challenges, that your mind and heart is a
superpower, and an important part of your identity. Be kind, be brave, be curious, be
courageous, be vulnerable, be resilient, be YOU.

One thing is for sure, you are destined for greatness, and you will always have the Wembley
Primary School village to support you.

Congratulations and all the very best for a wonderful journey through life.

Go proudly and go well.
Warmest regards

Vassie and Terry (Co-Principals)

Step Up Transition Program for 2022 Classes
On Thursday 9 December, students had the opportunity to spend an extended amount of time
in their 2022 class with their new teacher and classmates. Teachers new to Wembley also
attended on this day and we welcomed new students to Wembley PS for 2022. This
experience frontloaded the students about who their teacher is and their classmates for next
year, allowing them to begin and/or consolidate already formed relationships before the
school holiday period.

As our Prep to Year 5 students experienced the ‘Step Up’ day, some of our existing Year 6
students headed off for an orientation visit to their new secondary school on Tuesday. We
wish all our Year 6 students all the very best in their transition to secondary education in 2022
and know they have been provided the very best educational foundation for them to launch
into their next chapter in life.

Our 2022 Prep students have also visited Wembley PS for two transition sessions to meet with
their class and prep teacher, enjoy some learning tasks and enjoy a school tour, spying the
all-important Prep playground.

We have been very proud of all students throughout these transition processes as they have
demonstrated great independence, respect, responsibility and resilience.



School Workforce Plan and Class Formation Update
Our 2022 workforce plan is now complete.
Wembley currently has 684 confirmed student enrolments for 2022, made up of the following
class composition:
5 x Prep classes
5 x Grade 1 classes
5 x Grade 2 classes
4 x Grade 3 classes
4 x Grade 4 classes
3 x Grade 5 classes
1 x Grade 5/6 class
3 x Grade 6 classes

2022 Class and Staffing Structure

Class & Room Year Prep 2022

Prep A  Room 1 Mel Axelson

Prep B  Room 2 Hannah Tabart

Prep C  Room 3 Bella Clemmens

Prep D  Room 4 Carmel Manning

Prep E  Room 6 Vanessa Hancock

Class & Room Year 1 2022

1A  Room 10 Anne-Marie Sterjovski 0.6 M-W &
Kate Gialamatzis 0.4 Th-F

1B Room 11 Martin Richards

1C  Room 14 Michelle Metcalf

1D  Room 15 Claire Crozier

1E  Room 16 Ryan Maki

Class & Room Year 2 2022

2A  Room 5 Georgina Dunne

2B  Room 8 Brad Morin

2C  Room  9 Karly Moutzikis

2D  Room 12 Ben Landolina

2E  Room 13 Avery Francis



Class & Room Year 3 2022

3A  Room 27 Kim Cleghorn

3B  Room 28 Simon King

3C  Room 29 Nerissa Hatton 0.8 Tues-Fri
Adriana Jankulovski 0.2 Mon

3D  Room 30 Anna Kikidis

Class & Room Year 4 2022

4A  Room 24 Kelly Laidlaw

4B  Room 25 Tom Li

4C  Room 32 Candice De Chalain

4D  Room 31 Sarah Mason

Class & Room Year 5 2022

5A  Room 21 Tom Szanyi

5B  Room 22 Georgia Dandolo

5C  Room 23 Rachel Cullen

5/6A  Room 20 Michael Fitzclarence 5/6

Class & Room Year 6 2022

6A  Room 17 Sofia Courtney

6B  Room 18 Nathan Welsh

6C  Room 19 James Macdonell

5/6A  Room 20 Michael Fitzclarence 5/6

Specialist

Performing Arts Gina Tan & Chris Kane

Visual Arts Ruth Branthwaite & Chris Kane

PE Simon Zammit & Chris Kane

French Kathleen Cashin & Chris Kane



RTI (Response to Intervention) Sally Tonge
Zarah Maloney
Jodie Strachan

Education Support Staff (Classroom) Daniella Bozinovski
Mary Hegarty
Janine Doll
Laura O’Connell

Education Support Staff (Administration) Mandy Pilkington
Margaret Webb
Loredana Walker
Kathy Broadway
Kristen Kosowski
Scott Partenio
Grant Hobson

Student Wellbeing Team Lindsey Delooze
Tom Penberthy - Mental Health
Teacher

Executive Leadership Team Year 1 & 2 Joel Magnabosco (1.0)
Year 3 & 4 Adriana Jankulovski (0.8)
Year 5 & 6 Renee Johnson (1.0)
Lindsey Delooze (0.8)
Taxia Katsouranis (1.0) Prep-6
Katie McClue (Term 4)
Terry Lawless (0.6) Wed-Fri
Vassie Vatsilas-D’Arcangelo (0.6)
Mon-Wed



School Map
See below for the school map to identify where your child/rens new classroom is situated.



Senior School Musical Concert
Our senior school musical concert has been rescheduled for next week, on Wednesday 15
December and Thursday 16 December. This will be held during the school day with a small
invited audience consisting of the parents of the lead cast. A stage will be hired and
strategically placed in our outdoor soccer area, and the students will be able to perform the
show to small cohorts of students within our school. Parents of students involved (3-6) will
have the opportunity to view the concert via a link which will be provided. Information was
communicated last week to all year 3-6 students via Sentral, please observe this
communication. We wish to extend a huge thank you to Gina Tan, our music teacher for all her
hard work, preparation and contingency planning in order to retain this momentous event and
experience for our students.

2021 Semester Two Student Reports
The much anticipated 2021 Semester Two student reports will be available on Sentral from
3:15pm on Monday 13 December.  We encourage all parents to read the reports with your child
and reflect on their learning achievements in Semester Two 2021.

Throughout the year the Department of Education and Training (DET) have adjusted the
expectations associated with student reports, in recognition of the two periods of remote and
flexible learning undertaken by students. Whilst the Semester Two report will document
progression points in core learning areas, they are not mandated across all areas this year.
Consequently, each student report will also include a short summary and explanation of the
various components.

We would also like to take this opportunity to address student growth within the context of
2021. It is our aim for each child to make at least 12 months growth within a school year, yet
we know that all children learn at different paces throughout their primary school years,
resulting in some students making more than 12 months growth within a year, and others
needing extra time to consolidate their learning. 2021 is no exception to this phenomenon, and
has certainly been a year of challenge.

Despite the success of our remote and flexible learning program, there is no doubt that the
interruptions brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic have been a barrier to some students’
learning and growth, for many reasons. As will be likely in all schools across the nation, but
particularly within Victoria, we appreciate that not all students have been able to demonstrate
12 months growth this year, which may be evident in their report. We encourage you not to be
disheartened; students, teachers, and parents have all worked as hard as they possibly could
this year - we couldn’t have asked more of our community. Please feel free to reach out and
seek further understanding of your child’s report and growth from your child/rens teacher/s.
We would like to take this opportunity to reassure you that we are well-prepared for 2022 to
strive towards achieving our mission of empowering all students to learn at high levels to
become successful, independent, lifelong learners.

Congratulations to 2022 Year 6 School Captains
We wish to acknowledge all students who applied for the school captain role and specialist
captains, in writing applications and sitting interviews. Whilst we understand the feeling of
disappointment for the students who were not appointed to the roles, we believe they have
demonstrated great resilience and have learnt great life lessons. We applaud their effort and
maturity. The successful applicants will be announced this Friday at assembly (10.12.21). Peer
mediators will be announced in 2022.



We congratulate our 2022 Year 6 school captains on their appointment to the role:

School Captains
Isadora Stajic
Sam Khalaf

Vice School Captains
Ivana Sobot
Lachlan Paice

PE Captains
Saskia Tinkler
Huw Davies

Art Captains
Lila Mielczarek
Harper Lee

Music Captains
Harriet Lear
Ava Morpeth

Kulin House Captains
Camila Rodriguez
Ethan Harris

McIvor House Captains
Elly Brown
Petros Tsombanopoulos

Cruikshank House
Captains
John Sofoclis
Kaylah Ly-Huynh

Westgate House Captains
Hamish Simpson
Elise Zimmerling

Pupil Free Days 2022
State Government Primary Schools are entitled to four pupil free days each year, that are used
for curriculum planning and professional development. Students are not required to attend
school on these days. The focus for each curriculum day is determined by the school's
leadership team, based on the goals in the school’s Strategic Plan and the Annual
Implementation Plan, and the needs of the school.



The following pupil free days have been approved by the School Council for 2022, please note
these in your calendar.

• Friday 28 January – First day for staff, professional learning, preparation for day one
• Wednesday 23 February – School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
• Wednesday 18 May – School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
• Wednesday 13 July – Writing Workshop

Camp - Year 4 and Year 5
This week, our Year 4 and 5 students attended their 3 day camps. We are delighted that this
opportunity was once again possible for our students, after the easing of restrictions and due
to the hard work and reorganisation of the teaching teams.

School camp teaches students to have the courage to try new things and helps to develop
independence.

Overall, both camps were a huge success! Our students can be most proud of the way in
which they embraced all activities while on camp, as well as the way they supported each
other. A huge thank you to the staff members and parents who accompanied the campers, for
the positive attitude and support they displayed throughout the camps. This amazing
experience wouldn’t have been possible without each and every one of them.

Year 4 Camp - Fern Gully Lodge
The Year Four students enjoyed three days of adventure on the high ropes course, giant swing,
archery, building bush huts, low ropes, initiatives course and trampoline. We endured the rain
but it didn’t put a dampener on our camping experience, if anything it added a more authentic
experience!



On the final day of camp, the students enjoyed a hot breakfast, boarded the buses, and headed
to Healesville Sanctuary. After lunch they headed for Wembley PS, and arrived ‘home’ safe and
sound.

Year 4 camp



We’d like to thank the following teachers and parents for kindly taking the time away from their
families to attend camp.

Staff: Tom Szanyi, Rachel Cullen, Michael Fitzclarence, Tom Penberthy, Renée Johnson

Parents: Renae Peattie, Belinda Ryan, Dave Appels, Shelley Portwine, Jackie Harrison, Narelle
King

Year 5 Camp - Kangaroobie
Our year 5 campers have had a blast! Since Monday they have enjoyed a beach hike, a night
walk, a trivia night, an obstacle course, a farm tour, a game of ‘life and death’ and ‘Kangaroobie
survivor’.

Some of our students completed the obstacle course in just over 4 minutes which is a record
time beating the camp’s 30 year record! Quite an achievement. Our students also enjoyed
meeting the camp pets including a beautiful dog named Echo, and we’re the first students to
cuddle piglets born on Monday evening.

We have been immensely proud of our students for their resilience, persistence, responsibility,
integrity, cooperation and demonstration of respect towards camp staff, teachers, parent
helpers and their classmates. After final cabin inspections and packing, students headed back
to Wembley PS and also arrived back on home ground, safe and sound.



Year 5 camp
We’d like to thank the following teachers and parents for kindly taking the time away from their
families to attend camp.

Staff: Brad Morin, Sofia Courtney, Laura Gardiner, Vassie Vatsilas-D’Arcangelo, Simon Zammit
and Shannon Anderson (pre-service teacher)

Parents: Beck Thomas and Kathy Williams

Year One Movie Night
The Year One team participated in an after school movie event for our year one students as
part of Wembley Primary School's camp program, two weeks ago. The students watched a
movie, ate some delicious pizza and snacks, all whilst dressed up in ‘Hollywood’ theme. A
wonderful and exciting event was held for all. We wish to extend a thank you to our teachers
for organising and running this event.
Please enjoy reading the following reflection written by a Year One student.

Grade 1 Movie Night - By Aria Amaru
On Friday the 26th of November, all of the Grade Ones got invited to a movie night. But…  not
my grade Prep friend Billie. She was so upset when she found out that she couldn’t come. At
5:00pm the movie night started. I watched Sonic the Hedgehog with Sarah. I snuggled up in
her blanket. It was so cosy. A few minutes later we got popcorn! It was delicious. When the
movie was half way we got pizza! It was delicious. After everyone finished their pizza
Anne-Marie unpaused the movie. After everyone’s stomachs settled down we got
Zooper-Doopers! After we finished our Zooper-Doopers, it was time to go home but… I sneakily
took another piece of Margherita, then I went home. I was very, very happy. The Grade 1 Movie
Night was so fun and very exciting!

Wembley Primary School Parents’ Association
Earlier this year we received a request to form a Parents’ Association. As required, we held an
open meeting of interested parents and it was decided to proceed with the process. An interim
committee was formed to prepare the Wembley Primary School Parents’ Association
Constitution and to seek ministerial approval for the formation of the parents’ association



under the terms of the constitution. Thanks to the interim committee’s hard work, the Wembley
Primary School Parents’ Association Constitution was prepared, submitted and approved.

An Inaugural Meeting to elect office bearers was held on Wednesday 8 December at 6.00pm in
order to formalise the Parents’ Association. Thank you to our parent community who became
registered members of the Parents’ Association, and inturn were eligible to vote. The results of
the election were as follows:

● President- Russell Hunt
● Vice President-Kelly Dean
● Secretary- Natasha Shannon
● Treasurer- to be elected in 2022 at the first official meeting.

The tenure for all office positions will be from December 2021 through to the Annual General
meeting in March 2023. More information can be found at
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/parent-clubs/policy about the role of a parents’
association, and on the Parents’ Association tab on our school website.

Congratulations to the elected Parent Association members, exciting times ahead!

Calling All Book Lovers
Do you love books? Do you love your kids reading books? Would you like to be the next Book
Club organiser for Wembley Primary School

Wembley has been successfully running Scholastic Book Club and Book Fair for the past 7
years. Over those years, as a community we have raised thousands of dollars for our school to
use on purchasing resources, simply by ordering books for our children through book club and
book fair.

It's time to hand the organising baton over in 2022. It's an easy job that requires only a few
hours of your time each term and it brings so much joy to so many.

If you are curious to know more, please reach out to Simone Outteridge at
simoneoutteridge@gmail.com

Yard Supervision Before and After School
Please note that our school yard is supervised from 8.50am to 9.00am each morning and from
3.15pm to 3.30pm each afternoon by staff. Our community are welcome to use our
playgrounds as they are for the enjoyment of all, but we do ask you to consider the following
information:

● After 3.30pm, all non Out Of School Hours Care users are asked to move to the front of
school area, on the St Leonards Avenue side of the school

● Pre-schoolers must be supervised by parents/carers
● Before 8.50am and after 3.30pm, supervision is once again the responsibility of

parents/carers
We thank you for your cooperation with this matter.

Parent Author- Julia Jackson
One of our Wembley parents has just fulfilled her lifelong dream and has written and published
a children’s book! Julia Jackson, mum of Summer in 1D, has just released her first book called
‘Exactly the Right Stuff’. It was written for kids aged between two and seven to remind them
that they already have exactly the right stuff. It is a hardcover rhyming picture book with a
focus on celebrating who you already are, instead of worrying about what you are not! It
reminds them they can be an astronaut, a superhero, a genius and an artist just by using their
imagination. They can be brave, scared, sad, clever and full of farts and that is all just part of
being them!

mailto:simoneoutteridge@gmail.com


We are excited to confirm that Julia will be coming in to do book readings at the school for all
of the year one classes on Tuesday 7th of December.

Julia created Exactly Books (www.exactlybooks.com.au) because she plans to write a book
series for children in this age group, to help children believe in themselves and find resilience
from a young age.

‘Exactly the Right Stuff’ is available now and can be ordered directly through the Exactly Books
website for $19.90. Visit: www.exactlybooks.com.au/shop to order.

These books would make great Christmas presents for the little ones in your life. Julia can
also sign the book and add a custom note to the child reminding them of how special they are.
She is offering free delivery for those living in the area, and can bring to school drop off or pick
up to give to you, or can post to anywhere in Australia.

Wellbeing at Wembley with Lindsey
Wowee! What an awesome, amazing and incredible group of students and staff we have at
Wembley. Personally I want to say a huge thank you to everyone for making me feel so
welcome. Although I have only been here for two terms and most of that has been in remote
learning, I already feel like part of the Wembley family. I have made so many connections

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.exactlybooks.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CTaxia.Katsouranis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2f747610eed443756bdf08d9b46ac912%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637739194081461085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Qk6Tn4Ff3JOHF%2Fqo4v0zp93CJdgxYxnZqWyV%2FrHh4aY%3D&reserved=0
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throughout school and have loved getting to know all of the classes. I am really looking
forward to building upon the work already started next year.
There are some families that I have worked with closely that are leaving Wembley and to those
of you that are moving on, I hope the next step in your child’s journey is positive and
successful. Thank you for allowing me to get to know your children and it has been a pleasure
working with them, even if it was only a short period of time.
To all other families in school that I have been working alongside, I look forward to continuing
our journey together next year. I hope that the holidays give everyone a chance for some well
deserved down time and time to recharge properly.
Merry Christmas everyone!

Breakfast Club
What a great opening few weeks we have had! We have
consistently served over 200 children for the past few
Wednesdays (last week was 280!) so an amazing start for
us. A huge THANK YOU to the whole team that have been
involved with getting this up and running and helping with
serving all the food each week, including our wonderful
Wembley parent, Michelle, who has also dedicated her
Wednesday mornings to supporting us.

We will still be up and running next week for the final breakfast club of the year. In term 1 2022,
we will begin breakfast club in week 4 (due to the delivery of the new supplies). Week 4 will
still be the Wednesday service and we will increase the days we are running on, depending on
logistics of staffing.

Boxes of food for the holidays: as part of the Breakfast Club service we have care packages
available to distribute to any families in need. If you would like one of these or know a family
who would benefit from a box of dried goods please let me know. The boxes contain items
such as cereal, beans, soup etc.

Parent volunteers: We are now ready to start recruiting more parent volunteers for next year. If
you are available to support the breakfast club on either Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays,
please let me know. We need support with the setting up, service time and then tidying up -
basically 8.15 - 9.10am. If you are interested, would be willing to get a Working With Children
Check and are double vaccinated, please send me an email detailing which day(s) you would
be happy to volunteer on: Lindsey.Delooze@education.vic.gov.au

SWPBS
We have now set up the SWBPS committee in school, this is the
core team that will drive the changes occurring in school next year. I
will be heading up this team and it is made up of 8 staff members
across school. We have balanced the team very carefully to ensure
that we have a mixture of class teachers, facilitators, leadership,
educational support staff and specialist teachers, this will enable us
to get true reflections of how changes made will impact across the
whole school. There will be times next year where we will be putting

suggestions to our school community and students to ensure that what we are doing is for the
best of everyone. In term 1, the team of 8 staff will begin training which will run through to May
and our second curriculum day of the year will give us a chance to launch the work we will be
doing with the staff team as a whole. I am looking forward to giving you further updates next
year.



School Playground Survey
During Term 4, we have been gathering the opinions of all students across school about the
use of the yard during recess and lunch times and what we have on offer during these times. I
am currently working my way through all of these amazing responses to see how we can
change what already happens and how we can make improvements. Thank you to all students
who participated in this survey!

DET Resource
DET has developed this useful wellbeing resource for parents in relation to accessing mental
health supports over the holiday break. 😊
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/Pages/mental-health-
supports-for-students-over-school-holidays.aspx

The West Gate Tunnel Project will be undertaking a six week summer roadworks blitz from 11
January until 28 February requiring a number of road, ramp and lane closures at Williamstown
Road, and the M80 interchange. Construction will take place 24/7.

Information about these works, closures and detours is available on the West Gate Tunnel
Project website.

Safety, drop off and pick up arrangements
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all families for the fantastic cooperation with
our drop off & pick up arrangements during this term, being mostly a drop and go in the school
yard. We would like to remind all our families about the dangers of parking illegally around the
school and that Maribyrnong Traffic Officers will be enforcing parking regulations around the
school. The safety of our students, our families, and our crossing supervisors and the
community is a priority. We know pick up and drop off times are a hectic time and that this is
the time to remember safety first.

WPS Buy Swap Sell Group on Facebook
Due to the Covid restrictions that we have faced as a community this year, the second hand
trade of uniforms and school accessories has been virtually non-existent. Please join our
Facebook group in order to facilitate the donating, swapping and selling of uniforms. Please
join via https://www.facebook.com/groups/wpsbuyswapsell.

Illness
A reminder that if your child develops symptoms of a cold or flu, please keep them at home.
This is vitally important to keeping our school and broader community safe. Don't forget to let
us know via email or telephone if your child is absent from school.

Wembley PS on Social Media
A reminder to all Wembley PS community members to follow all things Wembley PS on Social
Media.
See below for our Instagram and Facebook handles.
Instagram: wembleyps4788
Facebook: WPS4788

Sun Smart-Hats for Term One and Term Four
A reminder that all students are required to wear their broad brimmed hats for outdoor
activities, this includes recess, lunch and Physical Education lessons. Students without hats
will be required to refrain from play and stay in the shaded areas of the school- No Hat, No
Play. Sun screen is also available for our students, however they are welcome to BYO and
apply sunscreen at school.
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Building Project Update
As you may be aware, our school received $10.219 million in the 2021-22 State Budget to
upgrade and modernise our school’s main building. This combined with the $265,000 funding
that was allocated under 2019/20 PMP Tranche 2 program provides a total budget of $10.484
million.

Along with the Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) and the Department of Education
and Training (DET), we developed an Asset Management Plan (AMP) for our school. This plan
has been endorsed and will help ensure our building plans support our educational direction
and long-term vision for the school.

The second phase of our AMP has also just been approved. As a part of this phase, we worked
with architects from AOA Christopher Peck and the VSBA to develop a spatial analysis plan to
evaluate the constraints and opportunities of our school’s existing facilities and buildings to
ensure our upgrade meets the educational requirements of Wembley Primary School students.
We also created a master plan (maximum enrolment 700 students) that will help us plan to for
the current upgrade project, and any potential future projects should we be successful in
obtaining further capital works funding.

A Quantity Surveyor was engaged during the second phase of the development of the AMP to
ascertain if the allocated funding would support the full implementation of the master plan.
Unfortunately, this was not the case and there will now be two stages to the implementation of
the full master plan.
Stage 1: Demolition of the school’s main building and construction of new two-story building
housing administration, staff amenities and classrooms
Stage 2: Demolition of our current Gym and the construction of a community hub, including a
full-size gym and dedicated music facilities.
Funding for stage 2 will be part of another budget allocation in the future.

Our project will now head into the initial phase of design, with this milestone forecast for
completion early 2022.



These two images indicate the two stages of the master plan.
Stage 1

Stage 2



If you have any further questions about the works at Wembley Primary School, you can phone
the VSBA on 1800 896 950, email vsba@education.vic.gov.au or visit the website:
https://schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/schools/Pages/WembleyPrimarySchool.aspx
This is the public link that the community can access to provide the latest information about
our building project. At the moment it is still very generic, however, the VSBA’s
Communications team will soon upload the image of the school’s masterplan.
We look forward to sharing more updates with you as our project progresses.

Terry and Vassie

https://schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/schools/Pages/WembleyPrimarySchool.aspx
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Student Learning and Achievement Awards Term 4 - Week 8

P A James H For your amazing persistence when combining large numbers this week.  Well done on
using some tricky new techniques.  Keep up the great attitude!

P B

P C Alannah M For her outstanding effort and attitude towards her learning. It has been a delight to
watch you grow and I am so proud of everything you have achieved! Keep up the
amazing work!

P D Tyler N For his amazing work in separating. Tyler you have worked very hard with separating
using materials and writing separating sentences.  Keep up the great effort!

P E

1A Loukas P For confidently contributing to classroom discussions and always displaying the
Wembley Values especially when including others at playtime. Loukas, we are so proud
of you!

1B Abigail S For consistently showing a growth mindset to improve her learning! Your use of commas
and multiple adjectives in your writing is mind blowing Abi, I am so so proud of
everything you have achieved this year! :-)

1C Aleksandra M For consistently putting so much effort into your writing. You included some fantastic
adjectives in your Brown Bear, Brown Bear innovation, well done!

1D Harry C For your amazing resilience when facing challenges with only 1 hand! Harry, I have
been so impressed with your determination with writing with your other hand, your
handwriting is still beautiful! Well done!

1E Harper H For her amazing effort and attitude towards her learning. Harper, you quietly work away
to achieve your goals but your hard work does not go unnoticed. Well done!

2A Nicholas C For his wonderful efforts in demonstrating his understanding of the connection between
addition and subtraction in maths this week. Keep up the great work, Nicholas!

2B Thomas F For his amazing resilience and his ‘can do' attitude he displayed while at Camp
Sunnystones. Congratulations Thomas! You are a fabulous team player!

2C Isabel D For writing a fantastic narrative about Lemmy the soda pop. Isabel, you are so creative
and clever in your writing. You have also displayed amazing listening skills and always
work hard. Keep it up superstar! :)

2D Cecilia B For demonstrating incredible persistence when building her understanding of the
connection between addition and subtraction. Cecilia, thank you for never giving up and
for staying so positive. I’m so proud of you! Keep up your amazing attitude.

2E Gabe O For his outstanding effort in the classroom. We are very proud of all your hard work and
persistence that you are showing every day. You are a superstar! Well done, Gabe!

3A Brodie L For publishing an engaging and informative multimodal text about Women’s Big Bash
League (WBBL). Congratulations on successfully creating a fabulous digital text, Brodie!

3B Jacques B For displaying excellent comprehension skills when reading challenging texts this week.
Well done for putting in so much effort Jacques!



3C Hamish M For your very creative fantasy narrative and for always extending yourself in our Maths
tasks.  Keep up the great work!

3D Leah N For the amazing writing you have been completing. Your narratives and poems are so
creative and you use so many different elements of craft. Keep up your fantastic work
and effort, Leah!

4A Sadie R For the amazing (yet sad) writing pieces that you have completed recently. Sadie, your
writing is absolutely amazing and something that you should be incredibly proud of!
Sadie Roe - Future author.

4B Dawud K For his continued persistence to improve his writing.  Well done Dawud!  It is wonderful
to see you putting in so much effort and thought into your writing.  Your writing continues
to get better and better!  Keep up the awesome work!

4C Averi N For a fantastic transition back to Wembley Primary School. You have had a fantastic
week and have settled into 4C seamlessly. Your work ethic and knowledge of the
curriculum is outstanding. Congratulations and keep up the great work legend!

4D Mia H For putting exceptional work into improving her skills as a writer and for being a
supportive classmate for others in 4D. You have been an incredible contributor to 4D this
year and have made it a fantastic place to learn. Congratulations, Mia!

5A Daniel P For excellent work when collaborating with your peers, now that we are back in the
classroom. You have contributed well to group tasks this week. Keep up the great work!

5B Hunter K For his continued persistence and determination to be the best version of himself.
Hunter is an active and positive member of the classroom who is not afraid to think
outside of the box, which brings a unique perspective to class discussions. Keep up the
great work!

5C Marcus B For his renewed efforts towards his writing over the past two weeks. You are showing
improved language choices as well as excellent editing skills. Keep up the amazing
work!

5/6A Zoe M For her sense of adventure and willingness to try every experience at camp. I hope you
had a  great time, Zoe!

6A Beau S For your determination to improve your skills on the BMX track at Camp Toolangi! You
showed excellent resilience and bravery. What a superstar!

6B Zoe S For your responsible nature, your positive attitude to challenges and your supportive and
caring heart towards peers and teachers at Camp Toolangi. We hope you had a great
time!

6C Zandr B For showing great determination and resilience at Camp Toolangi. It was wonderful to
see your smiling face after completing the adventure activities. Awesome stuff Zandr!

6D

Student Learning and Achievement Awards Term 4 - Week 9

P A Lennox C For setting a wonderful example of the Wembley Values. Your outstanding kindness and
thoughtfulness have been lovely to see.  Well done and keep up the brilliant attitude!



P B Lucinda P

Owen D

For being an excellent friend and participating in all aspects of learning with a smile.
Well done Lucy.

For always doing excellent work and reflecting Wembley’s school values.

P C Hayley M For your outstanding commitment and dedication to your learning. You always try your
best and put effort into everything you do! Keep up the amazing work!

P D Lewis Y For his incredible letter to Santa! Lewis, your writing shows amazing growth and you
should be so proud of your work! What a superstar!

P E Remi A For continuing to show the Wembley values at all times, and for being a great role
model to her peers. Well done, Remi!

1A Amelie P For your consistent display of the Wembley Values in everything that you do. You show
kindness to your classmates and an outstanding effort towards your learning. Amelie,
you are a superstar!

1B Ivy C For her amazing efforts in maths! Ivy, I am so impressed with your maths skills for
addition and subtraction, you have blown my mind! Well done! :-)

1C Kareem F For displaying your knowledge in place value during maths lessons this week. You were
able to make 3 digit numbers using materials, well done!

1D Des G For showing great flexibility this week! Des, it was great to hear about your contributions
in other classrooms and during intervention. Well done on your hard work! :-)

1E Indy L For his amazing improvement in his writing. Indy, it has been fabulous to see the
increased effort and enthusiasm you have shown for sharing your ideas in your writing.
Keep up the wonderful work!

2A

2B Kyus B For stepping into the role of the troll in the reader’s theatre reading of ‘The Three Silly
Billies’ and doing an outstanding job. Kyus, you were an incredible troll and your fluency
and expression while reading was impressive! Well done!

2C Eve E For always displaying beautiful behaviour and effort in class! Eve, you are so lovely to
your classmates and always follow instructions to get your work done. Keep it up
superstar!

2D Hudson B For putting in fantastic efforts with your work, particularly with your writing! Hudson, I am
super proud of you and all you are achieving. Keep up the amazing work.

2E Hamish F For the fantastic effort he has been putting into his learning each day. We are very proud
of the focus, persistence and positivity you have shown when completing your work.
Well done, Hamish!

3A

3B Cameron J For displaying his knowledge of division strategies and sharing them with the class this
week. What a stellar effort Cam!

3C Cameron L For always extending yourself with our Maths tasks and being so creative with your
Writing.
Cameron you always put in 100% effort in everything you do, well done.

3D



4A Eden T For her fantastic and creative writing based on our pencil boxes. Eden, the way that you
include such descriptive language in your writing makes it very engaging and interesting
to read. Keep it up!

4B Maddi S For her creativity and thoughtfulness during our writing session.  Amazing work Maddi!
It was wonderful to see you working so  hard to develop a strong lead, using lots of craft
to engage your reader.  Keep up the amazing work!

4C James M For producing some fantastic writing during class and RTI this week. James you have
been putting in a big effort with your writing and it’s starting to pay off. Well done mate
and congratulations.

4D

5A

5B Ivana S For approaches all learning tasks with creativity and enthusiasm. She takes pride in the
presentation of her work and always strives to achieve new heights with her personal
growth. Well done Ivana!

5C Ethan H For his excellent focus and dedication towards his individualised maths goals! Ethan,
you have worked so hard over the past few weeks, and I can see it in your progress. Well
done!

5/6A Kaylah L For her dedication to all aspects of learning, each and every day. Thank you for an
amazing year of learning, Kaylah!

6A Jacinta B For your fabulous leadership skills shown during film groups and our graduation dance
practise. Your assertiveness, patience and ability to make things happen hasn’t gone
unnoticed. You are a great asset to any group you work with, Jacinta!

6B Cash B For his consistent enthusiasm and determination to achieve his goals on a daily basis.
Graphs, shared memoirs, reading discussions... you’re all over it! Keep up the fantastic
attitude to learning, Cash!

6C Quinn T For outstanding effort and achievement. Your learning growth in all areas has been
remarkable. Congratulations on an outstanding year Quinn!

6D Amelia J For being an exceptionally helpful member of our classroom. Thank you for all your help
in creating our door display and charity gift giving display, taking time out of your recess
and lunch to do so. Congratulations, Amelia!
























