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  From the Principals 

Farewell Terry Lawless 
What can we say? 
The time has come to say farewell to our remarkable Principal, 
Terry Lawless. 
After 48 years with the Department of Education, and 7 years at 
Wembley Primary School, Terry has made the decision to retire. 
Terry has worked in many schools across Victoria and in his 
previous role of Assistant Regional Director for the Western 
Metropolitan Region (WMR) his legacy included making the WMR 
the most rapidly improving region. 
When Terry arrived at Wembley in 2012, he had planned to stay 
for two years, and ended up staying for seven, which is both a 
reflection of Terry’s commitment to our community, as well as 
Wembley’s influence on Terry. 
Terry’s contribution to Wembley Primary School is in many ways 
immeasurable, however his impact and legacy runs deep, and 
finds its greatest expression in the highly regarded learning 
culture at Wembley, that all of our students are the beneficiaries 
of. 
Since arriving at Wembley Primary School, Terry’s outstanding 
leadership has elevated our school into the top tier of high 
performing schools, and this is no small feat. As a result of this, 
we often host school visits from across the state, country and 
internationally, as Terry’s impact on our students, has migrated 
globally. He has truly achieved his/our mission by leading our 
community in, ‘empowering all students to learn at high levels to 
become successful, independent lifelong learners.’ 
In the time that Terry has been here, he has established Wembley 
as a Professional Learning Community, and as a result through 
the power of collaboration he has implemented Essential 
Learnings, a Response to Intervention, an instructional focus on 
Marzano’s Art and Science of Teaching, and Dylan Wiliam’s 
Embedding Formative Assessment. 
Terry is held in the highest esteem, not in the least by our School 
Councillors, and working in conjunction with School Council, 
Terry has ensured high levels of learning, through successful 
school governance, whilst improving our buildings and grounds. 
On Monday evening as we celebrated Terry’s final School Council 
meeting, and his birthday, we reflected that Wembley is poorer for 
losing Terry, but richer for having him as our Principal. 
  
Terry has focused on building capacity in our staff as teachers 
and as leaders, and his belief in our staff has had an exceptional 
impact on Wembley Primary School. 

Upcoming dates: 
  
Monday 19 September 
Special Footy Lunch Day 
 
Friday 20 September 
Last Day Term 3 
Canteen Closed 
Assembly: 12:45pm 
Dismissal: 1:30pm 
 
Monday October 7 
Term Four starts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Student Clothing 

Please ensure that your child’s 
clothing is clearly labelled with their 
name and class. This will ensure that, 
if they accidentally leave a jacket or 
hat in the playground, it will be 
returned to them and not end up in 
the lost property cupboard. Parents 
are also asked to regularly check the 
clothing that is brought home, to 
ensure it does in fact belong to your 
child and has not been mistakenly 
taken. 



 

Terry always welcomes and supports 
members of the school community, students, 
parents and staff alike. We are going to miss 
Terry’s infectious sense of calm, the safe 
learning environment he has created, his 
amazing level of knowledge, compassion, 
empathy, professionalism, inspirational 
leadership skills, wise counsel and his 
generosity of spirit, and we wish him all the 
very best of a long, healthy and productive 
retirement. 
  
The tributes and reflections of gratitude and 
affection for Terry have been rolling in and 
have touched Terry deeply. Below we have 
shared a news article written about Terry by 
Ruby Regan in 5A, and a poem written by Mia 
Harris. 
  
Further along  is one such reflection, which 
captures Terry’s impact succinctly: 
  
“There is in every village, a torch-the teacher”. 
Thank you so much for leading such a caring 
and supportive school. You will be missed, but 
the light you have lit in all of us and our 
children will live on. 
  
On behalf of the students of Wembley Primary 
School, past, present and future – Thank you 
Terry! 
 
Please come along to Friday’s celebration 
commencing from 11:30, and stay on for the 
assembly at 12:45 to bid Terry a fond farewell. 
  
Should students and/or parents wish to write 
a card, or share reflections/photos honouring 
Terry, please feel free to drop them into the 
school office, or email them to: 
Wembleyps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Welcome Acting Principal Jason Vandy 
The Department of Education and Training 
has completed its process for filling the 
short-term acting Principal vacancy for Term 
4. 
I'm pleased to advise that the successful 
candidate is Jason Vandy. Jason is currently 
the Assistant Principal of Baden Powell P-9 
College in Hoppers Crossing. 
 

I trust that you all join me in welcoming Jason 
to Wembley Primary School and wish him all 
the very best for a successful term. 
The Substantive Principal position will be 
re-advertised on 23 September and should 
there be a successful candidate identified 
they would be commencing with the school in 
Term 1 next year. 
Kind Regards, 
Janet Condy 
School Council President 
 
Friday: 
School uniform to be worn 
Proactivity Incursion for all students, to be 
held at McIvor Reserve. 
·       Prep-Year 2: 9:15am-10:15am 
·       Years 3-6: 10:45am-11:45am 
  
From 11:00am onwards, our Wembley Parent 
Community Group has arranged a sausage 
sizzle and icy poles for all students. The costs 
of the incursion, sausage sizzle and icy poles 
are at no cost to the students and has been 
covered by the school, as part of Terry’s 
farewell celebration.  
  
From 11:30am onwards, we invite all parents 
to join in the celebrations and to have an 
opportunity to farewell Terry personally. The 
team from Big Childcare have arranged for a 
coffee van to provide refreshments for 
parents. 
  
12:45pm - Assembly to farewell Terry 
1:30pm - Dismissal (please note the office will 
be unattended from 2:45pm).  
 
End of Term Three Assembly: 
As Term 3 comes to an end, please join us for 
a celebratory assembly this Friday 20 
September at 12.45pm. We will present our 
Student Learning and Achievement Awards, 
Numeracy Week Competition Prizes, and a 
tribute to our Principal Terry who is retiring. 
Assembly will conclude at 1.30pm where the 
students will be dismissed. 
Happy holidays to all. 
  
Term Four 
School resumes on Monday 7 October for an 
11 week term. 



 

Book Fair! 
Another fantastic year for book fair this year 
breaking our sales record for the past 2 years.  
 
Over $8000 of books were sold raising more 
than $1600 in funds for our school.  
 
A fantastic effort by the Wembley community. 
 
All the books that were re-ordered have now 
been delivered to all the classrooms.  
 
If by chance your book hasn’t arrived please 
email Simone at 
simoneoutteridge@gmail.com 
 
Emergency Evacuation Procedures 
Every government school has a formal 
documented Emergency Management Plan. 
Each term, every school is required to have 
either an evacuation or a lockdown drill as 
part of our drills schedule. This is to ensure 
that we are prepared if we ever need to 
conduct an actual emergency procedure, 
being either a lock down or drill. This is a 
safety legislation requirement. 
In Term 1, the first drill for the year is 
announced to our staff, so that the school can 
frontload new students and teachers. The 
remaining emergency procedures will be 
unannounced, so that we obtain feedback on 
our processes to make our procedure better. 
Practise drills also enable us to work on our 
timing, which works better if unannounced. 
A lock down drill was held last week at 
Wembley Primary School. Well done to all of 
our students and staff. Whilst we understand 
these processes have the potential to alarm 
students and families, the purpose is to 
ensure we are prepared, alert and aware, in 
the highly unlikely event that something of this 
nature could occur. Everybody remained calm 
and followed instructions.  
Students were cooperative and there was a 
great sense of calm. 
 
 
 
 

Music and French Program Staffing 2019 
We welcome Jessica Wynne who has been 
appointed to the Music position and 
commenced 16 in September 2019 for one 
day a week, as an additional Music teacher to 
replace Caitlin Green.  We also welcome Anna 
Koehne who has been appointed to the French 
position commencing week 1 of term 4, one 
day a week, also replacing Caitlin Green. 
 
Playground Recycle 
Just a quick reminder that we are still looking 
for more volunteers for the following: 
 

 
 
Please see flyer further in Newsletter 
 
One to One Macbook Program Information 
Evening 
A special thank you for Kristen Kosowski and 
Katie McClue for hosting our One to One 
Macbook Program Information session on 
Wednesday evening. Many Y3 parents and 
students attended and the information shared 
will support the Year 4 program for 2020. 
The presentation will be shared tomorrow. 
If you have any questions regarding the One to 
One Macbook Program, please contact 
Kristen on: 
kosowski.kristen.k@edumail.vic.gov.au   
 
Local Community Acknowledgement 
Congratulations to Blake Green and Joshua 
Hahnel from Wembley’s Out of School Hours 
Care program-Big Child Care, on winning the 
Grand Final for Yarraville Seddon Eagles in 
their seniors team. They had a great win 
against Wyndham Vale 14 17 101 v 4 10 34. 
Lots of Wembley students went to Sunday’s 
game to watch and cheer them on. What a 
fantastic community spirit. 
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A GREAT LOSS FOR W.P.S 
   

Mr Terry Lawless has lead as Principal at local primary school ‘Wembley’ for 7 long 
years, and through that massive time period Terry has known by name 
approximately 1,500 students and met over 3,000 parents. Terry has become a 
staple to our community, so you would expect that there were hundreds of eyes 
widened when the news that Mr Lawless was retiring at 
the end of Term 3 broke out.   
  

Terry was the heart and soul of Wembley for a long time. He has seen Wembley’s 
50th anniversary, watched over 50 teachers come and go. He helped us to be the 
best version of ourselves by giving us meaningful lessons and plenty of challenges. 
People that have been lucky enough to be taught by Terry over their journey through 
primary school, have reached to great heights and achieved very much indeed. Our 
promising Principal only expected to only stay at this school briefly i.e 3 years. But 
no, Terry stayed at our school for much longer and he didn’t regret it at all. (we 
hope.) 
  

Students of all ages are going to find it very hard to say goodbye to Terry. ‘Our 
school will not be as near environmentally-friendly as it is with Terry. “He’s always 
picking up trash I don't know what we’ll do without him,” says Thea Hecht. “He will 
leave a lasting mark in our school for a long time,” says Sunita Pandya. “We will be 
sad to see him go,” says Olivia Turton. “I love his careful kind considerate nature,” 
says Moustafa Mourad. “He is such a nice and friendly Principal,” says Lexie Gallus. 
“Terry and I wear similar shirts: he is a smart man to follow the best dressed 
teacher,” says Tom Penberthy (Teacher.) And more fashion comments... “His blue 
and white checkered shirt looks very nice on him,” says Vithall Pangasa. “He is such 
a responsible person and follows the Wembley values,” says Ella Harrison. “He is so 
kind, friendly and easy to talk to,” say both Petra Hrstic and Rola El Hage. And these 
comments are just the tip of the iceberg. So many more students had more 
wonderful things to say. 
  

Terry Lawless is a great man and has dedicated his life to participating and helping 
the education of children. Over his 50 years of teaching and leading he has learnt so 
much and became the best man he could be. This isn't just the end of our beloved 
Principal’s journey, this is the end of a man’s career so we must congratulate this 
leader. Terry is a special man and will leave an everlasting gaping hole in Wembley. 
Although it will be hard, we will make an effort to never forget such a kind person 
and talented educator. 
  

By Journalist Miss Ruby Regan    



 

 

 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 
 



School Absences 
In accordance with Department of Education policy, all students are expected to attend school 
on a daily basis throughout the school year (except for medical reasons). 
 
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education 
begins with students coming to school each and every day. If students miss school regularly, 
they miss out on learning the fundamental academic and social skills that will set them up for 
success in the later years of school. There is no safe number of days for missing school - each 
day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their educational outcomes. 
We ask all parents to notify the school to explain an absence when your child is absent, either on 
the day or after the day of absence. 
Appropriate notification includes; calling the school, sending a note, writing in the child’s diary or 
speaking directly to the classroom teacher. The school will then record the reason for your 
child's absence. If we do not receive appropriate notification, we will send a letter home after 3 
or more unexplained absences. 
In addition to this, all children arriving late to school must complete a late pass at the office.  A 
late pass notification must be written by a parent or carer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2019 Camp Dates: 
Year 5 Camp Kangaroobie, Great Ocean Road, 
Warrnambool 
Monday 21 October-Friday 25 October 
Year 4 Ace High, Cape Schanck 
Wednesday 20 November-Friday 22 
November 
Year 3 CYC The Island, Phillip Island 
Wednesday 27 November-Friday 29 
November 
 

 
EXCESS UNIFORM FOR SALE  

  
Gingham Summer Dress 
Available sizes – 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 & 16 
  
Cotton Elastane Skort 
Available sizes – 8, 12, 14 & 16 
  
Bootleg Pants 
Available sizes – 8, 12 & 14 
  
Short Sleeve Polo Navy & White 
Available sizes – 8, 10, 16 
  
Long Sleeve Polo Navy & White 
Available sizes – 8, 10, 12, 14 & 16 
  
Plain Straight Leg Fleece Track Pants 
Available sizes – 14 & 16 
  
Jersey Shorts 
Available sizes – 8, 12, 14, 16, 18 
 

School Uniform 
The school uniform is compulsory at Wembley 
Primary School and we expect all students to 
adhere to it at all times. The school uniform 
consists of the following: 
 
·      Girls: 

o   navy/white gingham summer 
dress 

o   navy cotton elastane skort 
o   navy bootleg pants 

·      Unisex 
o   navy or white short sleeve polo 
o   navy or white long sleeve polo 
o   navy t-shirt 
o   navy bomber jacket 
o   navy hoodie 
o   navy track pant straight leg 

(plain knee) 
o   navy jersey shorts 
o   navy broad brimmed hat 
o   navy or white socks 
o   navy or white  
o   hair accessories 
o   suitable, safe closed in footwear 

including, runners (sports 
shoes) and enclosed toe 
sandals 

 
Exclusions to the Dress Code: 
 
·      Items of clothing that are not suitable for 

school wear include: 
 

o   Wembley Basketball Club 
uniform 

o   Wembley Netball Club 
uniform 

o   netball skirts 
o   denim jeans 
o   baseball caps 
o   beanies 
o   thongs (unless at the pool) 
o   moccasins/Ugg boots 
o   rubber boots 

 
As noted above, netball skirts are not part of the 
Wembley School Uniform Dress Code and 
therefore should not be worn to school on a daily 
basis. Netball skirts are suitable for sporting 
activities only. If you need to order any items of 
the school uniform for your children please follow 
this link: www.rhsports.com.au.  
For the full Uniform Policy please refer to the 
school’s website: www.wembleyps.vic.gov.au 

 

http://www.rhsports.com.au/
http://www.rhsports.com.au/
http://www.wembleyps.vic.gov.au/
http://www.wembleyps.vic.gov.au/


SLAA Term 3 - Week 8 
 

PA  Isabel D  For working hard to use the dotted thirds correctly. Well done Isabel! Your handwriting is looking fabulous

PB  Josie F  For always making excellent choices in class and giving her best. You listen respectfully to others and 
always show persistence with your learning. Keep up the amazing effort Josie. 

PC       

PD  Reva N  For her consistent efforts in writing and always doing what good writers do.  Reva you always work hard 
and try your best.  Well done! 

PE  Ivy G  For displaying a positive attitude towards your learning, and for all the persistence you demonstrate in 
your reading and writing every day. Well done, Ivy. Keep up the hard work! 

1A  Jacob G  For demonstrating persistence when learning addition and subtraction strategies. We are so proud of all 
that you have accomplished. 

1B  Cameron L  For your dedicated attitude to improving your decoding skills when reading. It’s so great to see your 
confidence and fluency improving every day, Cameron! 

1C  Francesca D  For demonstrating her excellent understanding of the structure needed when writing her narrative piece. 
Well done Frankie! 

1D  Arda B  For working his hardest on improving his reading and writing skills and for always bringing a positive 
attitude to the classroom. Arda I’m incredibly proud of you and all your fantastic effort this year. Keep up 
the hard work, you’re a superstar! 

2A  Benji S  For working very hard on his arrays in our Multiplication unit. Benji, you are a Multiplication Master! 

2B  Louie P  For his wonderful improvement in taking his writing pieces through the writing process - independently 
drafting, revising and editing his work. Well done, Louie! 

2C  Summer E  For displaying such a positive attitude to all her learning. Your smile brightens up our day. You bring 
happiness and energy into the classroom. Keep up the amazing work Summer! 

2D  Hudson V  For your fabulous use of strong verbs in your innovation of the three little pigs. Fantastic work Huddy! 

3A  Ellie G  For showing great persistence with your Information Report writing. You have been able to use 
feedback to add interesting and informative detail. Congratulations Ellie!  

3B  Harper L  For her fantastic effort in writing this term.  Well done Harper, on the way that you listen attentively 
during lessons, soak in all of the learning and work so hard to apply it in your work.  Your information 
text is great to read! 

3C  Ricky Q  For always displaying a positive attitude towards his learning and those around him. You are generous 
and kind! Keep up the fantastic mentality mate! 

3D  Ryker B  For his amazing effort in our Senior School Musical Rehearsal. Well done on trying your best and 
positive attitude. Well done Ryker! 

4A  Mya E  For your leadership and help during our preparation for our Musical! Well done on your enthusiasm and 
thank you for your assistance. Keep up the good work, Mya! 

4B  Hugh B  For his enthusiasm and amazing effort in our Senior School Musical! Well done on your great singing 
and positive attitude. Keep it up Hugh! 

4C  Myles B  For his outstanding hard work, focus and preparation for our Senior School Musical! Your enthusiasm 
and positive attitude was amazing. Well done on a fantastic performance! 



4D  Harvey V  For your incredible enthusiasm and effort in our Senior School Musical! Well done on your super singing 
and delightful dancing! You are a star, Harvey. 

4E  Jawaher E  For showing your Wembley values with enthusiasm and joy throughout the Senior School Musical 
experience. What a star you are on stage! Congratulations Jawaher. 

5A  Ruby R  For her incredible knowledge, maturity, creativity and drive in all facets of her learning. Your outstanding 
writing and maths work of late has been a spectacular and you should be so proud of your performance 
in the musical. Well done, Ruby! 

5B  Hannah M  For always using her time wisely and producing her best work. You are a great role model for your 
peers. Well Done Hannah! 

5C  Amelie N  For outstanding dedication, effort, and acting skills in this year’s musical.  Well done on your brilliant 
performance! 

5D  Alycia T  For her fabulous attitude to all school activities and tasks. Her efforts demonstrate she is a great role 
model for her peers across all areas of learning. 

6A  Reuben F  For great enthusiasm and cooperation when working with your film group. Well done, can’t wait to see 
your film. 

6B       

6C       

6D  Georgia P  For being an independent learner and for always displaying integrity and being ready to learn. The rate 
at which you apply yourself to your learning and your determination to achieve your best is of value to 
us all. Keep working hard to be your best! 

 
SLAA Term 3 - Week 9 
 

PA  Neo Z  For naming 3D objects with confidence, and giving a detailed description of each. Well done, Neo! 

PB  Alexander H  For always making good choices in class and giving his best. You listen respectfully to others and try 
your hardest at every learning task. Congratulations Alexander! 

PC  Charlotte H  For her fantastic 3D Object booklet. You stayed focused on the learning task, and can now name and 
describe 3D objects confidently. Wonderful effort, Charlotte! 

PD  Dylan O  For his amazing growth in reading, applying his knowledge of reading strategies including stretching, 
using his high frequency words and rhyme.  Keep up the great reading Dylan! 

PE  Max B  For all the growth and persistence you have shown in your writing and reading. Well done, Max for 
always trying your best! Keep up the great effort! 

1A  Brodie L  For your incredible knowledge, maturity, enthusiasm and drive in all facets of your learning. You are a 
great role model for your peers. Keep up the amazing work, Brodie! 

1B  Jude C  For giving interesting and thoughtful answers to comprehension questions during reading sessions. 
Thanks for sharing your ideas with us, Jude! 

1C  Jaide A  For her wonderful efforts in working through the writing process to improve the quality and meaning of 
her writing. Well done on experimenting and using similes in your writing. Keep up the great work, 
Jaide! 

1D  Lenny M  For his outstanding efforts in writing and for always showing great pride in his work. Well done on 
taking your time to properly revise and edit your writing Lenny. I’m incredibly proud of you, your 



persistence and your desire to learn. You’re an absolute superstar! 

2A  Olivia T  For working hard to become more vocal in class. It is great to hear you answering questions, 
contributing to discussions and sharing your knowledge with your classmates. Keep it up, Olivia! 

2B  Phenix S  For his wonderful work during our multiplication unit. It was great to see your growth in understanding 
and then applying your knowledge to our division CFA. Well done, Phenix! 

2C  Alexander S  For your excellent efforts during our maths lessons on Multiplication. You have worked hard, helped 
others and developed effective strategies to solve multiplication problems, including arrays, equal 
groups and repeated addition! Way to go Alex! 

2D  Sarisha V  For being a motivated and enthusiastic learner and trying her best in all that she does. Well done 
Sarisha, you are doing so well with your school work. Keep up the great effort! 

3A 

3B 

3C  Chloe L  For using peer/teacher feedback and Success Criteria to improve the quality of your finished written 
work. Keep up the great work Chloe! 

3D  Gideon H  For being a compassionate, resilient and motivated learner and person. You continue to surprise me 
every day with your effort. Thank you for being you Gideon! 

4A  Georgia W  For her exceptional effort displayed towards her homework. You are doing so well. Congratulations, 
Georgia! 

4B  Will S  For his terrific innovation on the Three Little Pigs in writing and for his amazing effort and positive 
attitude towards his learning. 

4C  Rayanne D  For her amazing work ethic and effort she puts into everything she does. You go above and beyond and 
are always willing to help others. Keep up the fantastic work Ray! 

4D  Cash B  For demonstrating the Wembley values of Respect and Responsibility when engaging with his teachers 
and peers. Well done and keep up the focused efforts Cash!  

4E  Avison H  For demonstrating the values of respect and cooperation this term. Avison, your friendship circle grows 
daily as a result; what a fabulous leader you are becoming! Congratulations! 

5A  Jemma A  For being a role model for outstanding effort, behaviour and positivity about all things in her schooling. 
Your personality, humour and kindness is a core part of 5A. Well done on a brilliant year, Jemma! 

5B  Lila G  For her outstanding effort across all areas of learning. You put 100% into everything you do. We are so 
proud of all that you have accomplished this term. Well done Lila! 

5C  Paige S  For her outstanding attitude towards her learning in 2019. You’re effort, persistence and resilience is 
absolutely incredible. Keep up the amazing work Paige! 

5D  Alexa Z  For an increased focus and effort across all areas, especially Maths. Keep up the great work, Alexa! 

6A  Lexus G  For the huge improvement he has made towards his school attendance, as well as his positive attitude 
towards his learning within class. Keep it up, Lex! 

6B  Mohammed 
S 

For his outstanding progress with estimating, measuring and drawing angles using protractors. Well 
done listening carefully to feedback and applying it to your learning. Keep up the awesome effort, Mo! 

6C  Keeva C  For her outstanding attitude towards her learning at WPS in 2019. You’re effort, persistence and 
resilience is absolutely incredible. Keep impressing me Keeva! 



6D  Oliver M  For all of the positive energy and encouragement shown to everyone involved in the Musical, for 
reaching out to others in times of need, for bouncing back, and for his sensational performances. You 
are amazing! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 


