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What is it that we want our students to know, understand, do and communicate KUDCO? 

 

Year Level: Four Semester: Two Subject: English Team Members:  Sarah Mason, Renee Johnson, Erin Austin, Taxia 
Katsouranis, Nadine Park, Ainsley Gravett, Sofia Courtney 
 

Essential Learning 
What is the essential learning? 
Describe in student friendly 
vocabulary. 

Example-Rigor 
What does proficient student work look like? 
Provide an example and/or description. 

Prior Skills Needed 
What prior knowledge, skills and/or 
vocabulary are needed for a student to 
master this essential learning? 

Common Assessments 
What assessment/s will 
be used to measure 
student mastery? 
 

When taught? 
When will this essential 
learning be taught? 

Application Skills 
What will we do when 
students have already learned 
this essential learning? 

Reading Process  

(Decoding and MSV) 

I can combine phonic 

(visual), semantic (meaning), 

contextual and grammatical 

knowledge (structure) to 

decode. 

 

Learning Targets: 

- Monitoring 

Meaning 

- Skimming 

- Scanning 

- Reviewing 

*WITH A LEVELLED TEXT 

I can:  

❏ use the context to create meaning.  

E.g. to substitute an unknown word. Can: 

❏ reflect upon the MSV and Decoding 

strategies that I use 

❏ integrate the MSV strategies to make 

meaning and bring understanding to the 

text. 

❏ integrate the MSV strategies to solve new 

words. 

 

Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

I: 

❏ am aware of MSV strategies. 

- does it sound right? 

- does it look right? 

- does it make sense? 

❏ know what the Good Readers’ 

strategies are: 

- Slide 

- Stretch 

- Chunk (syllables) 

- Mouth ready 

- Look at the first letter 

- Small words 

- Look at the picture 

- Different vowel sounds 

- Rhyming word 

 

Supportive Vocabulary:  

Team Developed CFA  
Levelled Readers  
F&P  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 
demonstrate the ability to 

automatically and flexibly use a 

wide range of word solving 

strategies (e.g. dividing words into 

syllables, using phonograms within 

multi-syllable words, using word 

parts, using prefixes and affixes, 

and connecting words to known 

words) 

 

use MSV strategies to solve more 

difficult words in less common 

knowledge areas. 

 

 

*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine 
which standards are essential for all students to master. Remember, less is more. For each standard selected, complete the remaining columns. Complete the chart by the second or third week of each 
term/semester. 
BLUE= Reading and Viewing, RED= Writing, GREEN= Speaking and Listening. grammar 
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Fluency 

I can read a levelled text 

with fluency in a way that 

reflects understanding and 

meaning. 

 

Learning Target:  

I can: 

❏ read with appropriate emphasis (stress and 

volume). 

❏ use intonation based on punctuation. 

❏ phrase based on punctuation. 

❏ read at an appropriate rate. 

❏ I can self correct errors when noticed. 

 

**This is with a level Q (mid year) R text (end of 

year 4) 

 

Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

 

ALL SKILLS ARE THE SAME AS RIGOUR 

JUST WITH A DIFFERENT LEVEL TEXT 

 

**This is with a level P text (end of year 

3) 

 

Supportive Vocabulary:  

Team Developed CFA  
Levelled Readers  
F&P  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 

❏ Demonstrate my fluency 

in real life contexts across 

both fiction and non 

fiction levelled texts: 

❏ Reader’s theatre 

❏ Class presentation 

❏ Choral reading 

❏ Reciprocal reading 

❏ Found poetry 

Comprehension 

I can use literal and implied 

comprehension strategies 

to: 

- Expand content 

knowledge 

- Integrate and link 

ideas  

- Analyse and 

evaluate texts.  

With a levelled text.  

 

Learning Target:  

I can: 

demonstrate the skills for a leveled text (level 

R, and lexile 810-840) for fiction and non 

-fiction texts. 

- Predicting 

- Making Connections 

- Summarising 

- Synthesising 

- Inferring 

- Analysing 

- Critiquing 

- Using Information 

 

Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

I can: 

decode a level P to Q text.  

 

I can demonstrate all of the skills 

outlined in F&P level Q relating to:  

- Predicting 

- Making Connections 

- Summarising 

- Synthesising 

- Inferring 

- Analysing 

- Critiquing 

- Using Information 

 

Supportive Vocabulary:  

Team Developed CFA  
Levelled Readers  
F&P  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 

Engage in conversations and 

explain/share/evaluate my 

understanding of leveled text 

(eg. reciprocal reading/book 

clubs) 

Structure and Purpose 

I can understand that texts 

have different structures 

I can: 

LT: Identify and explain the author's 

purpose using evidence from the text. 

I can:  

❏ Explain familiar, typical structures 

and language features of various text 

Team Developed CFA  
Levelled Readers  
F&P  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 

Engage in conversations and 

explain/share/evaluate my 

*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine 
which standards are essential for all students to master. Remember, less is more. For each standard selected, complete the remaining columns. Complete the chart by the second or third week of each 
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depending on the purpose 

and context. 

Learning Target:  

- Identify and explain the 

author's purpose using 

evidence from the text. 

- Identify and explain the 

structure of a text using 

evidence from the text. 

- Identify and explain the 

target audience of a text 

using the vocabulary and 

topic as evidence. 

- Identify whether a text includes 

opinions, facts or imaginative ideas 

(persuade, inform, entertain). 

- Identify how images support the 

purpose of the text (e.g. photographs 

and diagrams used to inform in an 

explanation text, or how an 

illustration is used to help audience 

visualise an entertaining text). 

- Identify and compare language 

features or text structures (e.g. why is 

there a glossary? Why are there 

subheadings? Why did they choose 

that image? Why are there ‘strong’ 

verbs?) to explain the author’s 

purpose. 

 

LT: Identify and explain the structure of a 

text using evidence from the text. 
- Identify structural elements of a 

variety of texts and how they’re used 

to order and present information and 

idea (e.g. Information reports include 

titles, introductions, narratives often 

include a beginning, middle and end 

including problems and solutions etc.) 

 

LT: Identify and explain the target 

audience of a text using the vocabulary 

and topic as evidence. 
- Examine writer’s word choice and 

how this was selected to target a 

types 

- Narratives 

- Procedures 

- Reports 

- Reviews 

- persuasives 

 

Supportive Vocabulary:  

understanding of purpose, 

structure and audience (eg. 

reciprocal reading/book clubs). 

*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine 
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particular audience 

- identify how the author used graphic 

features and layout in relation to 

effectiveness for the audience 

 

Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

Text Preferences and 

Viewpoints 

I can express preferences for 

particular types of texts, and 

respond to others’ 

viewpoints. 

Learning Target:  

- identify characteristic 

features of a text 

- make connections 

between texts 

I can consider and respond to others’ 

viewpoints by adding more information or 

offering an alternative view.  

I can express and justify my preference for a 

text type.  

- text-to-text 

- text-to-self 

- text-to-world 

I can identify the craft that authors and 

illustrators use to engage the reader. 

I have preferences for certain texts, 

influenced by: 

Genre/Topic  

Images 

Layout 

language/vocabulary  

 

I can identify texts I don’t like and why  

 

 

Guaranteed vocabulary: 

Preferences  

Viewpoints  

Team Developed CFA  
Levelled Readers  
F&P  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can explain that personal 

opinions are impacted by 

feelings about a topic. 

 

Handwriting 

I can develop my writing 

fluency and automaticity by 

using Victorian Modern 

Cursive. 
 

I can: 

❏ correctly record numbers and punctuation 

on dotted thirds 

❏ correctly join “b” and “p” to other letters 

❏ correctly join “s” to other letters 

❏ correctly join ascenders diagonally and 

horizontally 

❏ correctly use horizontal joins 

❏ correctly use diagonal joins 

 

Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

I can: 

❏ can correctly form all uppercase 

letters in Victorian Cursive  

❏ can correctly form all unjoined lower 

case letters in Victorian Cursive  

❏ know all entry and exit points for all 

unjoined letters in Victorian Cursive 

 

Supportive Vocabulary:  

Team Developed CFA  
Work Samples  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 

❏ correctly record Pronouns 

❏ correctly record different 

sentences and their 

punctuation  

❏ use speed loops  

❏ write for 20 minutes or 

more using correctly joined 

Victorian Cursive 

*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine 
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Spelling 

I can use a range of spelling 

strategies.  

 

Learning Target:  

I can use: 

- Phonic HFW 

- Visual Strategy 

- Meaning Strategy 

- Spelling generalisations 

- Word Structure (base 

words) 

- Letter combinations 

(including double 

letters) 

- Morphemic word 

families 

Spelling Scope and Sequence: BASTOW 

I can use a range of the strategies below: 

HFW: 
❏ Spell 300-404 of the Oxford High 

Frequency Words accurately. 

SOUND: 
❏ Investigate vowel sounds /oo/, /ou/, /er/ 

/ar/, /or/, /aw/, /air/, /ear/ and /oy/ 
❏ Blend 2 or 3 consonants 
❏ Understand long and short vowels 
❏ Use known words and word parts (onsets 

and rimes) to help in reading and spelling 
new words eg br-ing, cl-ap 

❏ Use syllabification as a spelling strategy. 
 
VISUAL: 
❏ Develop an awareness of the use of visual 

letter patterns to match sounds 
investigated ( i.e.: /oo/ - u, oo;  /ou/ - ou, 
ow;    /er/ - er, ur, ir, or, ear, ere;   /ar/ - ar, 
ear, are;   /or/ - our, or, ore, ure;   /aw/ - 
augh, a, aw, au;   /air/ -  air, ere, eir, are; 
/ear/ - ear, eer, eir, ere;   /oy/ - oi, oy) 

❏ Recognise and use letters that represent 
no sound in words - use initial silent 
letters correctly 

❏ Use visual knowledge of common letter 
patterns when attempting to spell 
unknown words 

❏ Use knowledge of silent letters when 
spelling (eg. gn, kn) 

❏ Understand and use double letters eg. ll, 
oo, ss, ff, tt 

❏ Chunk words – look for parts you know to 
solve words 

 
MEANING: 
Morphology 

I can use: 

Phonic strategy 

❏ I know sounds and groupings (short 

and long vowels) 

❏ I can represent a sound with 

different graphemes (eg. digraphs, 

consonant blends etc)  

 

HFW 

❏ I know the first 300 HFW. 

 

Visual Strategy 

❏ I can recognise and group common 

spelling patterns. 

❏ I can form spelling generalisations. 

 

Word Structure 

❏ I know common contractions, 

compound words, plurals, word 

families, prefixes,  

 

Supportive Vocabulary:  

Team Developed CFA  
Work Samples  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 
❏ I can identify homonyms 

and homographs. 
❏ I can explore suffixes 

and prefixes further. 
❏ I can investigate the 

derivations of words 
through culture. 

*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine 
which standards are essential for all students to master. Remember, less is more. For each standard selected, complete the remaining columns. Complete the chart by the second or third week of each 
term/semester. 
BLUE= Reading and Viewing, RED= Writing, GREEN= Speaking and Listening. grammar 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dNBtqifCq4GKiKiQxDt_AiGtyC5pkvzPzexmLSjPtXQ/edit


2018 SEM 2 ELSP ENGLISH YR 4 

❏ Begin to use knowledge of word meanings 
within word families e.g. sign/signature, 
circle/circular 

❏ Explore common and less common plurals 
(e.g. words ending in f, lf, ff, fe, or 
tooth/teeth and larva/larvae) 

❏ Investigate more complex contractions 
(won’t, we’ll, you’re) 

❏ Recognise homophones and know how to 
use context to identify correct spelling 

❏ Explore er and est for comparatives and 
superlatives 

❏ Explore spelling generalisations (e.g: 
change y to i and add es to words; adding 
ly to base words; revise and extend 
doubling the last letter, doubling 
consonants, adding ed, adding est; simple 
prefixes and suffixes: il, im, ir, in, anti ex, 
super and ed, ing, ly, ness, less; doubling 
letters to add ed/ing) 

❏ Build word families (eg love, loves, loving, 
loved, lovable etc.) 

Etymology 
❏ Explore blended words (smoke+fog=smog) 

and shortened words eg vet 
❏ Go deeper with Latin and Greek roots 
 
Guaranteed Vocabulary 

Grammar and 
Punctuation 

I can use punctuation and 
grammar correctly . 
 
Learning Target:  

I can: 
❏ I understand that meaning of sentences 

can be enriched through the use of: 
- Noun  groups/phrases 
- Verb groups/phrases 
- Prepositional phrases 

❏ I can use quotation marks to indicate 
quoted speech. 

I can: 
❏ I know and can use apostrophes 

for contractions. 
❏ I understand how to use these 

appropriately in my writing: 
- Capital Letters 
- Full stops 
- Question marks 
- Exclamation marks 

Team Developed CFA  
Work Samples  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 
❏ Use a variety of 

sentence types to 
improve in my writing 

❏ Use accurate 
punctuation effectively 
and for impact 

 

*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine 
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❏ I can use quotation marks to indicate 
dialogue  

 
Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

- Upper case letters (names 
and start of sentence) 

- Commas (list) 
- Subject and verb agreement 
- Compound sentences 

(conjunctions) 
 

Supportive Vocabulary:  
Craft 

I can use language 
features to create 
coherence and add detail 
to my text (for my 
audience). 
 
Learning Target:  

I can: 
❏ enhance my writing using figurative 

language such as: 
- Similes 
- Metaphors 
- Hyperbole 
- Onomatopoeia, 
- Alliteration 
- personification. 

❏ use topic specific vocabulary to enhance 
the detail in my text. 

❏ Use images to add detail to my writing 
 
 
Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

I can: 
❏ I understand what similes and 

metaphors are. 
❏ I know what verbs and nouns are. 
❏ I can use strong leads and 

endings to engage my audience. 
❏ I can use strong verbs to add 

detail effectively in my writing. 
❏ I can use show not tell to engage 

my audience and add detail to my 
text.  

 
Supportive Vocabulary:  

Team Developed CFA  
Work Samples  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 
❏ I can embed more than 

one area of craft in my 
writing. 

❏ I can use technical 
language to depth and 
expand my writing 

Structure and purpose 

I can create texts to 
explain ideas for 
difference audiences 
using genre specific 
structures. 
 
Learning Target:  

I can: 
❏ Create well structured texts 

(demonstrating increasing control ) 
❏ Use language features (to create 

coherence and add detail to their texts) 
❏ write for a wide range of audience and 

explain ideas  
❏ explain the purpose of my texts.  
❏ Use Paragraphs (to sequence content) 

I can: 
❏ Select appropriate text structure 
❏ Appropriate audience and 

purpose 
❏ Paragraphs (Understand used to 

organise) 
❏ Topic sentences 

Team Developed CFA  
Work Samples  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 
❏ Adapt my text/style/ 

presentation to suit a 
different audience or 
genre (e.g. writing the 
same story a different 
way for a different 
audience) 

*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine 
which standards are essential for all students to master. Remember, less is more. For each standard selected, complete the remaining columns. Complete the chart by the second or third week of each 
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I can: 
- use images to extend 

ideas 
- use detail to extend 

key ideas. 
- Use the writing process 

to plan, draft and 
publish 

❏ reread and edit my work to improve 
meaning (ARMS and CUPS) 

 
Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

❏ Reread and edit writing 
(vocabulary, punctuation structure 
and meaning) 

❏ Work through the writing process 
(Plan, draft and publish) 

 
Supportive Vocabulary:  

❏ I can analyse and 
critique a piece of writing 
using a checklist 

❏ I can create pieces of 
writing for various 
audiences and purposes 
and justify my choices. 

 
 

Group Discussions 

Students can collaborate, 
contributing actively to 
class and group 
discussions. 
 
I can collaborate, and 
contribute actively to class 
and group discussions. 
 
Learning Target:  

I can: 
❏ actively make relevant contributions to 

discussions after peer discussion (e.g. 
turn and talk, activating prior knowledge 
etc.) 

❏ collaborate positively and effectively 
with my peers (eg. in group tasks). 

❏ actively engage with the class 
respectively, listening to other people’s 
ideas. 

 
Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

I can: 
❏ listen to speech attentively (5Ls). 
❏ respond to questions 
❏ make relevant comments 

 
Supportive Vocabulary:  

Classroom 
Observations 
 
  

Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 
❏ express an opinion with 

a purpose in mind.  
❏ support my opinion using 

information from texts 
(eg. translate information 
into visual displays) 

❏ understand why word 
choices and delivery 
choices can impact your 
response in both positive 
and negative ways. 

❏ build upon others’ 
opinions to enhance my 
contributions to 
discussions. 

 

Presentations 

Students can make 
presentations varying 
language according to 
context. 

I can: 
❏ plan a presentation for a specific 

purpose and audience. 
❏ rehearse and deliver a presentation with 

and without the use of technology. 

I can: 
❏ speak/present an idea/work in 

front of an audience. 
❏ share ideas with others.  

 Ongoing throughout 
Term 3 & 4  

I can: 
❏ present to multiple 

audiences. 

*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine 
which standards are essential for all students to master. Remember, less is more. For each standard selected, complete the remaining columns. Complete the chart by the second or third week of each 
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I can make presentations 
using appropriate 
language according to 
context. 
 
 

❏ use formal and informal language 
correctly during discussions and 
presentations.  

❏ present with fluency, considering: 
- Rate 
- Pausing 
- Phrasing 
- Stress/emphasis 
- Intonation 
- Pitch 

 
Guaranteed Vocabulary: 

❏ listen to others attentively. 
 

Supportive Vocabulary:  

 

 

 

  

 

*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine 
which standards are essential for all students to master. Remember, less is more. For each standard selected, complete the remaining columns. Complete the chart by the second or third week of each 
term/semester. 
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